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Virginia: The regular meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors was held  
  at the County Office Building on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 12:00  
  noon. 
 
Board Members       
Present:  Mr. Charlie Clark    Mrs. Brenda Waddell 
  Mr. Wade Blevins    Mr. Michael Roberts 
  Mrs. Darlene R. Neitch   Mr. Marvin Perry  
  Mr. Todd Dishner 
 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Mike Carter   Mr. Charlie Atkins 

  Mr. John H. Tate, Jr.   Mrs. Amber Johnson 
  Mr. Ed Whitmore  

  
 Mr. Whitmore, Clerk called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Mark Blevins, Sheriff Department Chaplin led invocation and Chief Deputy  
 
Kenny Lewis led the pledge of allegiance.    
________________ 
 At this time Mr. Whitmore opened the floor for nominations for Chairman for  
 
calendar year 2008. 
 
 Mr. Perry was recognized and made a statement on the past year and how Mr.  
 
Clark has led the Board.  With that said, he nominated Mr. Charlie Clark for Chairman  
 
for calendar year 2008.  Mr. Dishner seconded that nomination.  
 
 Mr. Blevins then nominated Mrs. Darlene Neitch as Chairperson, Mrs. Waddell  
 
seconded that nomination.   
 
 With no other nominations, Mr. Blevins made a motion to close nominations for  
 
Chairman, which was seconded by Mrs. Neitch.   
 
 The following vote was taken for the first nomination, for Mr. Clark as Chairman: 
 
   Vote: 3 yea (Perry, Dishner, Clark) 
    4 nay (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Blevins) 
  
 
 
 The following vote was then taken for the second nomination for Mrs. Neitch as  
 
Chairperson: 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Blevins) 
    3 nay (Perry, Dishner, Clark) 
 
 With that vote Mrs. Darlene Neitch was determined as chairperson and assumed  
 
the seat as so.   
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  

 
the agenda was adopted along with the additional agenda.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
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________________ 
 Mr. Perry, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Dishner offered their support to the new  
 
chairperson. 
________________ 
 Mrs. Neitch then opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chairman.   
  
 Mr. Roberts nominated Mr. Wade Blevins as the Vice-Chairman for calendar year  
 
2008.  That nomination was seconded by Mrs. Waddell.   
 
 With no other nominations made, Mr. Clark motioned to close nominations for  
 
Vice-Chairman.  It was seconded by Mr. Dishner.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
 
 The following vote was taken for the only nomination for Vice-Chairman: 
 
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Waddell, Clark, Neitch, Perry) 
    1 abstention (Blevins) 
 
 Mr. Blevins then assumed the position of Vice-Chairman.   
________________ 
 Mrs. Neitch then opened the floor for nominations of Clerk.   
 
 Mr. Clark nominated Mr. Ed Whitmore.  That nomination was seconded by Mr.  
 
Perry and was duly carried with the following vote:   
    
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Waddell, Clark, Neitch, Perry) 
    1 nay (Blevins) 
________________ 
 Mrs. Neitch then opened the floor for nominations of Deputy Clerk.   
 
 Mr. Blevins nominated Mr. Michael Carter.  That nomination was seconded by  
 
Mr. Dishner and unanimously carried.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
________________ 
 The Board then considered the adoption of rules and procedures.  Mr. Perry  
 
mentioned amending the section (4.10-2) concerning budget requests not budgeted.   
 
He asked that the Board consider setting a threshold that does not have to go to the  
 
Budget Committee. 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry the Rules of Procedures was adopted except for  
 
section 4.10-2.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Clark and unanimously carried.  This  
 
section was continued for further review.   
 
       Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
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________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the minutes of December 11, 2007 were approved.   
      
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously  

 
carried, the following appropriations were approved: 

 
General County       $1,320,000 
 
Animal Control (office supplies)      $158.00 
 
Allison Gap Sewer Project       $13,617.82 
 
East Hungry Mother Water Project    $154,805.77 
 

 Department of Social Services (January 9-31, 2008)  $300,000 
 (February 1-12, 2008)     $65,000 
                 
Schools Operating Fund     $3,900,000 
  Debt and Capitol Outlay    $70,000 

       
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
________________ 
 The Board unanimously approved the accounts payable listing in the amount of  
 
$695,418.93.  This accounts payable includes a payment to Closed Networks, Fredrick  
 
G. Griffin Engineering for the radio system project in the amount of $9,278.43.   

 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
___________________                            
CITIZEN'S TIME 
 
 Shirley Starkey of 712 Mulberry Lane, Atkins expressed the need for public water  
 
in that area.  Mr. Neitch informed her that this request would be reviewed by the Water  
 
and Sewer Committee.   
 
 Earl McClure spoke before the Board requesting that the Board adopt a  
 
resolution that the Planning Commission must approve variances when pertaining to Big  
 
Horn Estates.  When applicants are denied by the Planning Commission they do not  
 
always appeal that decision to the Board.   
 
 Mr. and Mrs. Glen Muncy requested that the Board consider a leash law for the  
 
county.  They are currently having problems with dogs in their area.  Mrs. Neitch  
 
informed them that this is an issue being studied by the Ordinance Committee.  They  
 
also asked how they could go about getting their road paved, Shortly Stone Road.  Mrs.  
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Neitch informed them of the time Virginia Department of Transportation would be  
 
present for the meeting and that they could speak to them then if they wished.   
___________________ 
 Mr. Charlie Atkins distributed the June 30, 2006 audit for both the county and the  
 
IDA, for review.  He also answered brief questions from the Board.     
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appropriated $140,000 from the IDA budget (Incentive Fund #001-081030- 
 
8888-1) for the American Wood Fibers project. Virginia Economic Development  
 
Partnership is funding $100,000 of this project; $40,000 is local funds as stated in the  
 
Performance Agreement.     
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board scheduled a public hearing for the regular meeting on February 12, 2008 at  
 
3:00 p.m. for the Community Development Block Grant program.  This public hearing is  
 
required if the County wishes to make any applications for those funds this year.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________ 
Note:  Mr. Roberts stated that he was an employee of the Town of Marion and could vote impartially. 
 

 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved a local match for the Edward Bryne Memorial Justice Assistance  
 
Grant Program.  Total grant award is $67,736 with a local match of $16,934.  The local  
 
match is divided by the three towns and the county.  The County's total contribution is  
 
$4,211.  This motion appropriates the total local match; the County will be reimbursed  
 
for the other localities portions.   
 
         Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
 
____________________ 
 Shannon Williams, E-911 Coordinator gave an update on the Emergency  
 
Medical Services (EMS) response concerns with Mount Rogers Rescue.  Washington  
 
County has received complaints that the Mount Rogers EMS response time is not  
 
adequate during normal day time working hours.  Therefore they have taken  
 
intermediate steps with Abingdon Ambulance Service to assist them, only on the  
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Washington County side.  This could have an effect on citizens in Smyth County served  
 
by the Mount Rogers EMS.  The Board suggested that Mr. Williams speak with the  
 
Mount Rogers EMS for ideas and solutions to this issue.   
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board reappointed Mr. Doug Testerman to the Southwest Virginia Emergency  
 
Medical Services Council, as the Smyth County representative.  This three (3) year term  
 
will expire December 31, 2010.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
according to Court Order dated November 13, 2007, and at the request of the  
 
Commissioner of Revenue, the Board authorized the issuance of a tax refund in the  
 
amount of $10,849.86 for overpayment of taxes paid December 6, 2006 by Ernest P.  
 
and Carol R. Sullins.   
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________    
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
according to Court Order dated December 17, 2007, and at the request of the  
 
Commissioner of Revenue, the Board authorized the issuance of a tax refund in the  
 
amount of $258.93 for overpayment of taxes paid in 2004, 2005, and 2006 to Harold P.  
 
and Wilma M. Epperson. 
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
___________________ 
 With the recommendation of Legal Counsel and the Commissioner of Revenue,  
 
upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board approved a 2007 Personal Property tax refund request to Cary Heath in the  
 
amount of $118.80. 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 

____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Clark, the Board unanimously  
 
appropriated $50 to be contributed to help support the Upper Tennessee River  
 
Roundtable Inc.  This is in addition to the contribution made in June 2007 ($100).  The  
 
extra funds are for their Keep America Beautiful affiliation.  This will be funded from the  
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Board of Supervisors, Supplemental Appropriations (#001-011010-8888). 
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
___________________ 

Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried, 
 
the Board approved reimbursement to the Adwolfe Volunteer Fire Department for the  
 
consumer utility tax paid from July 2006 through June 2007.  Total amount to refund is  
 
$324.26. 
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the following resolution pertaining to the designation of a driving  
 
route entitled The Wilderness Road: 
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
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____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appropriated $40,594.89 from the IDA Incentive Fund (001-081030-8888-1)  
 
in order to disburse Tobacco Commission Funds to TEDS, Inc (drawdown #2).  
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
  
 Mrs. Morgan answered a brief question from Mr. Dishner concerning the  
 
Enterprise Zone.  
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board adopted the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A DEPARTMENT 
OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE SMYTH COUNTY 

LUCKY LANE SEWER PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a Board of Supervisors meeting held January 8, 2008 
Smyth County wishes to apply for $ 410,000 of Southern Rivers Watershed 
Enhancement Program Funds for the Smyth County Lucky Lane Sewer Project; and, 
 

WHEREAS, total project is estimated at $ 1,100,000 and the balance of the 
project funds are currently secured by Federal and State Grants, and local County funds 
as indicated in the application package; and, 
 

WHEREAS, it is projected that the Smyth County Lucky Lane Sewer Project will 
include 5,600 linear feet of gravity sewage collection line, two pumping stations, a 
metering manhole, and all other appurtenances to accommodate 35 households in 
Smyth County.  The project will greatly benefit the residents of Smyth County as well as 
the area surrounding Hungry Mother Park. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Administrator of Smyth 
County is hereby authorized to sign and to submit the appropriate documents for this 
Southern Rivers Watershed Enhancement Program application. 

 
     Vote: 7 yea 

     0 nay 
  
 Mr. Roberts mentioned grants provided by Mount Rogers Planning District  
 
Commission (MRPDC) and briefly discussed the status of those.  Mr. Roberts is the  
 
County's representive to the MRPDC.   
____________________ 
 Mr. Robert Hurt of the Virginia Department of Transportation briefly discussed the  
 
fiscal year 2009 Revenue Sharing Program.  This program allows for the state to pay  
 
half of the project while residents fund the remainder.   
 
 Board members turned in maintenance concerns to Mr. Hurt.  Mr. Clark  
 
mentioned the Highway 11 bridges project and discussed the Highway 107 extension  
 
into Russell County. 
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 Mrs. Neitch also informed Mr. Hurt of the request heard at citizen's time.    
____________________                          
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Collection of delinquent taxes (8-10-04). 

 
2. Marevine Slemp, request for water service on Fox Valley Road (5-11-04).  
 
3. Request for tax relief status on building improvements for the Lincoln Theatre 

 (12-5-2006).   
  
4. Re-codifying of the Smyth County Code (1-10-2006). 
__________________ 
 Mr. Carter briefly updated the Board on the code recodifying.  It is still in process.   
 
Staff is forwarding any changes made since the original submittal so that the updated  
 
version will be through 2006.  Mr. Perry mentioned that this process should take place  
 
more often. 
__________________    
5. Proposed revisions from the Planning Commission to the Subdivision Ordinance.  
 (referred to the Ordinance Committee 6-13-2006). 
__________________ 
 Mr. Perry stated that the Ordinance Committee has been in the process of  
 
reviewing these changes.  Mrs. Neitch set the new Ordinance Committee for calendar  
 
year to consist of: Mr. Roberts, Chair, Mrs. Waddell and Mr. Perry.  
__________________ 
6. a. Disposal of former school building at 105 East Strother Street (7-11-2006)  
 b. Building and Grounds Committee recommendation concerning the old  
  school building and the Heilig-Myers building (continued 11-15-2006,  
  Committee meeting 10-27-2006).    
 
7. Request the Board appropriate $15,120 to pay Wythe County their portion of 
 taxes collected on air craft at the Smyth Wythe Airport for 2006 (6-12-2007). 
__________________ 
 Mr. Atkins clarified number 7 which is on taxes.  The County's annual contribution  
 
made to the airport was paid in this month's accounts payable.   
__________________ 
 Mrs. Neitch took this time to introduce Mrs. Brenda Waddell and welcome her to  
 
the Board.  She is the newest member representing the Atkins District.  
__________________ 
8. Invoice from the Town of Marion for the County's 17.65% of the refinanced 
 Virginia Resource Authority (VRA) bond on the Regional Sewer Treatment Plant 
 (8-14-2007).   
__________________ 
 Mr. Tate stated that he had been in contact with the attorney for the Town of  
 
Marion.  Their attorney should be working on the agreement concerning the treatment  
 
plant.  
__________________ 
9. Appointments (12-11-2007): 
  

 Area Beautification Committee Judges (Smyth County Chamber of Commerce) 
 Atkins District - Mavis Williams-821 Dogwood Lane, Marion (783-7167) 
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 North Fork District - Debbie Ogle-290 North Drive, Marion (783-2606) 
__________________ 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Waddell, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously  
 
carried, the Board reappointed Mavis Williams to the Area Beautification Committee  
 
Judges for the Smyth County Chamber of Commerce, representing the Atkins District.   
 
This is a one year term expiring December 31, 2008.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 

    0 nay 
_________________ 
 Board of Zoning Appeals (5 year term, district specific, recommendations by Smyth County 

Board of Supervisors, Appointed by Judge of Circuit Court) 

 Saltville District  
 
 Alternates:   Expired October 7, 2007   
 ONE VACANCY   
_____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board nominated Mr. John DeBusk III, as the Saltville District representative to the  
 
Smyth County Board of Zoning Appeals.  If approved by the Judge of the Circuit Court,  
 
his five (5) year term will be from January 1, 2008 and expire December 31, 2012. 
 
   Vote: 7 yea 
    0 nay 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board nominated Ms. Emily Hutchins as the third alternate to the Smyth County  
 
Board of Zoning Appeals.  If approved by the Judge of Circuit Court, her five (5) year  
 
term will be from January 1, 2008 and expire December 31, 2012. 
 
   Vote: 7 yea 
    0 nay 
_____________________ 

 Department of Social Services Board (4 year term, district specific)  
 Rye Valley District - Darlene Neitch  
_____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Waddell, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously  
 
carried, the Board appointed Ms. Jo Ann Bennett to the Smyth County Department of  
 
Social Services Board as the Rye Valley District representative.  Her four year term will  
 
expire December 31, 2011.    
 
   Vote: 7 yea 
    0 nay 
_____________________ 

 Board of Appeals to the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (4 year term) 
 ONE VACANCY 
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 Alternates: 
 Brian Reynolds  
_____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appointed Mr. Brian Reynolds (former alternate) to the Board of Appeals to  
 
the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.  His four (4) year term will be from  
 
January 1, 2008 and will expire December 31, 2011. 
 
     Vote: 7 yea 
      0 nay 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appointed Mr. Charles Greer, as an ALTERNATE, to the Board of Appeals to  
 
the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.  His four (4) year term will be from  
 
January 1, 2008 and will expire December 31, 2011. 
 
     Vote: 7 yea 
      0 nay 
___________________  

 Transportation Citizen’s Participation Committee (Mt. Rogers P.D.C., 1year term) 

 Ron Thomason –581 South Meadowlark Lane, Marion, 24354 (783-2930) 
            
 Alternate: 
 James D. Parlier–114 Glade Mountain Road, Atkins, 24311 (783-7056)     
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board reappointed Mr. Ron Thomason to the Mount Rogers Planning District  
 
Commission Transportation Citizen’s Participation Committee.  His term will expire  
 
December 31, 2008. 
     Vote: 7 yea 
      0 nay 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board reappointed Mr. James Parlier as the ALTERNATE to the Mount Rogers  
 
Planning District Commission Transportation Citizen’s Participation Committee.  His  
 
term will expire December 31, 2008. 
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
__________________ 

 The Board referred designating a liaison to the local sesquicentennial committee 
to the Appointment Committee at the regular meeting October 9, 2007.  The 
Committee reported they are discussing appointees (12-11-2007).     

___________________ 
 Mrs. Neitch read over the following reminders and information: 

 

 VACo/VML Legislative Day, February 7, 2008.  Please notify Amber as soon as 
possible if you wish to attend.   
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 The County's Quarterly meeting will be hosted on Tuesday, January 15, 2008 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Smyth Career and Technology Center.  Food will be provided by 
the Culinary Arts Department.   

_____________________ 
Note: Mr. Perry left during closed session at approximately 2:25 p.m. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  

 
at 2:14 p.m., the Board agreed to enter into closed session as allowed by the Code of  
 
Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A)  
 

 (5) Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of the business' or industry's interest in 
locating or expanding its facilities in the community.  

 

 (7) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 
consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 
consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body; and consultation with 

  legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific  
  legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel. 

 
   Vote: 7 yea 
    0 nay 

     
At 2:43 p.m. the Chairman ended the closed session. 

_________________ 
Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Dishner, BE IT RESOLVED that 

the Smyth County Board of Supervisors unanimously adopts the following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed  
 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with  
 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by  

 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in  

 
conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 

 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only  
 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia  

 
law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies,  
 
and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the  
 
closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of  
 
Supervisors.    
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  Vote:  6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Neitch, Blevins, Waddell) 
   1 absent (Perry) 
___________________ 
 Mrs. Neitch set the Courthouse Committee existing of Mr. Clark, Chair, herself,  
 
and Mr. Blevins.  
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
regular Board meetings for 2008, were scheduled for the second Tuesday, of each  
 
month at 12:00 noon.   
  
 In the month of November, the meeting will be held on Wednesday, November  
 
12, 2008 due to the Virginia Association of Counties Annual meeting which will be held  
 
Sunday, November 9 -Tuesday, November 11, 2008. 
___________________ 
 At approximately 2:48 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins,  
 
and unanimously carried, the meeting was continued until Thursday, January 24, 2008  
 
at 7:00 p.m. for a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission and any other  
 
issues that may arise.   
 
  Vote:  6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Neitch, Blevins, Waddell) 
   1 absent (Perry) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________ 
Darlene Neitch, Chairperson   
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Virginia: At a continued meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at 
the County Office Building on Thursday, January 24, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Board Members  
Present:  Mrs. Darlene Neitch, Chairperson  Mr. Marvin Perry   
   Mr. Charlie Clark    Mr. Wade Blevins 
   Mrs. Brenda Waddell       
   Mr. Michael Roberts (arrived at approximately 7:30 p.m.) 

     
Board Members 
Absent:  Mr. Todd Dishner 
 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Clegg Williams   Mr. Kenny Lewis     
   Mrs. Amber Johnson  Mr. John Tate   
   Mrs. Becca Kirk   Mr. Ed Whitmore 
    
Planning Commission   
Members Present:  Mr. Karl Kalber  Mr. Wayne Venable 
    Mr. Graham Davidson Mr. Dennis Blevins   
    Mr. Norman Sparks   Mr. Don Medley 
  
Planning Commission   
Members Absent:   Ms. Amy Tuell 
____________________ 
 At 7:00 p.m. the Chairperson, Neitch and Chairman, Kalber (voted as new  
 
chairman of the Planning Commission at their 6:00 p.m. meeting) called the joint public  
 
hearing to order.   
 
 Mr. Whitmore read the advertisement as run in the Smyth County News and  
 
Messenger on January 12 and 19, 2008, both Saturday editions.  Mr. Whitmore also  
 
read the rules for public hearings. There were approximately 8 citizens present.      
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
 The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning 
Commission will conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, January 24, 2008, at 7:00 
P.M. or as soon after 7:00 P.M. as an application may be heard, in the Smyth County 
Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, to consider the following 
application(s) to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth County, Virginia: 

 
An application from Smyth County Community Hospital for a Special Use 
Permit to establish a Medical Care Facility as defined by Section 10-45.1 
on a tract of land owned by Judith Schulz and Kenneth Greer.  The 
property is located between Althea Street and Lee Highway in Marion, is 
zoned Commercial, and is identified as all of Tax Map No. 47-A-17 and a 
portion of Tax Map No. 154-24-2. 

 
An application from Sheridan Ridge Private Reserve LLC for an 
amendment to the zoning map to rezone approximately 240 acres from 
Agricultural/Rural to Residential.  The property  is described as being from 
the ridge of Little Brushy Mountain north to Hungry Mother Creek and is a 
portion of Tax Map No. 35-A-12 12C.  This request excludes the portion 
which is zoned Commercial. 
 

  
 

1-24-2008 
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 At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of 
Supervisors and Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may 
appear and state his/her views thereon. 
 
 These files are at the Offices of the County Administrator and County Zoning 
Administrator at the address given above, and may be viewed during regular business 
hours Monday through Friday. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 
 

Edwin B.J. Whitmore III, County Administrator 
Dennis Blevins, Chairman of the Planning Commission 

 
 Mr. Williams summarized an application submitted by Smyth County Community  
 
Hospital (SCCH) for a special use permit.  SCCH’s request for a map amendment was  
 
recently approved by the Board of Supervisors.  The request is for property SCCH is  
 
negotiating to purchase from Judith Schultz and Kenneth Greer.  The site is  
 
approximately 32 acres in size and is located between Althea Street and Route 11.  The  
 
request for a special use permit is for the establishment of a Medical Care Facility.  Mr.  
 
Williams mailed notice to all adjoining property owners.  He received a letter on this  
 
application from Ms. Judith Schulz which he read into the record.  He also received the  
 
Town of Marion’s Planning Commission’s minutes of their meeting held on January 14,  
 
2008, which he received from Mr. Cecil Hicks, the Town of Marion’s engineer, which he  
 
summarized.  He also pointed out the following sections of the ordinance: Section 3-4.2  
 
m) which allows Medical Care Facility in the Commercial District by issuance of a  
 
Special Use Permit, and Article VI which contains the provisions for Special Use  
 
Permits. 
 
 Ms. Lindy White, CEO of SCCH spoke on the process which the hospital must go  
 
through to obtain the various licenses in order to proceed with establishing a new  
 
hospital once all of the zoning and special use permit processes are finalized in both the  
 
County and Town.  Ms. White informed the Board and Commission that SCCH held a  
 
public meeting which they invited all of the adjoining property owners to attend.  It was  
 
held at SCCH and they addressed many of the citizen’s concerns announced at the joint  
 
public hearing in November. 
 
 Mr. Hank Carr of Corridor Properties, LLC presented the site plan to the  
 
audience.  He highlighted the large amount of undisturbed land and two areas  
 
designated for future development.  He reviewed the various sections of the hospital  

 
and addressed questions regarding the parking areas. 
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 Both Ms. White and Mr. Carr addressed Mr. Perry’s concern of the “old” hospital  
 
building being left abandoned, becoming an eyesore, and burden to the County and  
 
Town.  Ms. White assured the room that SCCH is committed to and has budgeted  
 
money for demolition of the building if a suitable use could not be found. 
 
 Mr. Phillip Martin of Water Mill Road addressed the Board and Commission with  
 
his concerns about the process of recommending and approving a special use permit.   
 
Mr. Williams clarified the process for him and Mr. Martin had no further questions. 
 
 Mr. Earl McClure inquired as to why the County would not hook on to the Town’s  
 
water line. 
 
 No one else spoke on this application. 
 
   Mr. Williams informed the Board and Commission that Sheridan Ridge Private  
 
Reserve LLC withdrew their application for a map amendment on Tuesday, January 15,  
 
2008.  He read a letter from Mr. Mark Martin, CEO of Sheridan Ridge Private Reserve,  
 
LLC which explained that they have had a couple of questions arise that require more  
 
research and evaluation by their team of consultants.  They hope to resubmit their  
 
application in the near future.  
 
 No one else spoke on this application. 

 
 Chairperson Neitch and Chairman Kalber closed the joint public hearing at 7:46  
 
p.m. 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, the Board unanimously  
 
approved a $31,000 budget amendment and appropriated that amount for a  
 
replacement road deputy vehicle.  Of those funds, $14,063.14 is insurance recovery  
 
money and the remainder; ($16,936.86) will come from the Police Activity fund (#744).  
 
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Dishner) 
___________________ 
 Mr. Roberts made brief remarks concerning the public hearing. 
 
 As information, the committees for calendar year 2008 were attached to the  
 
agenda.   
___________________ 
 With a motion by Mr. Clark, and seconded by Mr. Blevins and unanimously  
 
carried, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:55 p.m.   
 

______________________________ 
Darlene Neitch, Chairperson 
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Virginia: At a continued meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at 
the County Office Building on Thursday, January 24, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Board Members  
Present:  Mrs. Darlene Neitch, Chairperson  Mr. Marvin Perry   
   Mr. Charlie Clark    Mr. Wade Blevins 
   Mrs. Brenda Waddell       
   Mr. Michael Roberts (arrived at approximately 7:30 p.m.) 

     
Board Members 
Absent:  Mr. Todd Dishner 
 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Clegg Williams   Mr. Kenny Lewis     
   Mrs. Amber Johnson  Mr. John Tate   
   Mrs. Becca Kirk   Mr. Ed Whitmore 
    
Planning Commission   
Members Present:  Mr. Karl Kalber  Mr. Wayne Venable 
    Mr. Graham Davidson Mr. Dennis Blevins   
    Mr. Norman Sparks   Mr. Don Medley 
  
Planning Commission   
Members Absent:   Ms. Amy Tuell 
____________________ 
 At 7:00 p.m. the Chairperson, Neitch and Chairman, Kalber (voted as new  
 
chairman of the Planning Commission at their 6:00 p.m. meeting) called the joint public  
 
hearing to order.   
 
 Mr. Whitmore read the advertisement as run in the Smyth County News and  
 
Messenger on January 12 and 19, 2008, both Saturday editions.  Mr. Whitmore also  
 
read the rules for public hearings. There were approximately 8 citizens present.      
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
 The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning 
Commission will conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, January 24, 2008, at 7:00 
P.M. or as soon after 7:00 P.M. as an application may be heard, in the Smyth County 
Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, to consider the following 
application(s) to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth County, Virginia: 

 
An application from Smyth County Community Hospital for a Special Use 
Permit to establish a Medical Care Facility as defined by Section 10-45.1 
on a tract of land owned by Judith Schulz and Kenneth Greer.  The 
property is located between Althea Street and Lee Highway in Marion, is 
zoned Commercial, and is identified as all of Tax Map No. 47-A-17 and a 
portion of Tax Map No. 154-24-2. 

 
An application from Sheridan Ridge Private Reserve LLC for an 
amendment to the zoning map to rezone approximately 240 acres from 
Agricultural/Rural to Residential.  The property  is described as being from 
the ridge of Little Brushy Mountain north to Hungry Mother Creek and is a 
portion of Tax Map No. 35-A-12 12C.  This request excludes the portion 
which is zoned Commercial. 
 

  
 

1-24-2008 
 



 2 

 At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of 
Supervisors and Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may 
appear and state his/her views thereon. 
 
 These files are at the Offices of the County Administrator and County Zoning 
Administrator at the address given above, and may be viewed during regular business 
hours Monday through Friday. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 
 

Edwin B.J. Whitmore III, County Administrator 
Dennis Blevins, Chairman of the Planning Commission 

 
 Mr. Williams summarized an application submitted by Smyth County Community  
 
Hospital (SCCH) for a special use permit.  SCCH’s request for a map amendment was  
 
recently approved by the Board of Supervisors.  The request is for property SCCH is  
 
negotiating to purchase from Judith Schultz and Kenneth Greer.  The site is  
 
approximately 32 acres in size and is located between Althea Street and Route 11.  The  
 
request for a special use permit is for the establishment of a Medical Care Facility.  Mr.  
 
Williams mailed notice to all adjoining property owners.  He received a letter on this  
 
application from Ms. Judith Schulz which he read into the record.  He also received the  
 
Town of Marion’s Planning Commission’s minutes of their meeting held on January 14,  
 
2008, which he received from Mr. Cecil Hicks, the Town of Marion’s engineer, which he  
 
summarized.  He also pointed out the following sections of the ordinance: Section 3-4.2  
 
m) which allows Medical Care Facility in the Commercial District by issuance of a  
 
Special Use Permit, and Article VI which contains the provisions for Special Use  
 
Permits. 
 
 Ms. Lindy White, CEO of SCCH spoke on the process which the hospital must go  
 
through to obtain the various licenses in order to proceed with establishing a new  
 
hospital once all of the zoning and special use permit processes are finalized in both the  
 
County and Town.  Ms. White informed the Board and Commission that SCCH held a  
 
public meeting which they invited all of the adjoining property owners to attend.  It was  
 
held at SCCH and they addressed many of the citizen’s concerns announced at the joint  
 
public hearing in November. 
 
 Mr. Hank Carr of Corridor Properties, LLC presented the site plan to the  
 
audience.  He highlighted the large amount of undisturbed land and two areas  
 
designated for future development.  He reviewed the various sections of the hospital  

 
and addressed questions regarding the parking areas. 
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1-24-2008 
 
 Both Ms. White and Mr. Carr addressed Mr. Perry’s concern of the “old” hospital  
 
building being left abandoned, becoming an eyesore, and burden to the County and  
 
Town.  Ms. White assured the room that SCCH is committed to and has budgeted  
 
money for demolition of the building if a suitable use could not be found. 
 
 Mr. Phillip Martin of Water Mill Road addressed the Board and Commission with  
 
his concerns about the process of recommending and approving a special use permit.   
 
Mr. Williams clarified the process for him and Mr. Martin had no further questions. 
 
 Mr. Earl McClure inquired as to why the County would not hook on to the Town’s  
 
water line. 
 
 No one else spoke on this application. 
 
   Mr. Williams informed the Board and Commission that Sheridan Ridge Private  
 
Reserve LLC withdrew their application for a map amendment on Tuesday, January 15,  
 
2008.  He read a letter from Mr. Mark Martin, CEO of Sheridan Ridge Private Reserve,  
 
LLC which explained that they have had a couple of questions arise that require more  
 
research and evaluation by their team of consultants.  They hope to resubmit their  
 
application in the near future.  
 
 No one else spoke on this application. 

 
 Chairperson Neitch and Chairman Kalber closed the joint public hearing at 7:46  
 
p.m. 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, the Board unanimously  
 
approved a $31,000 budget amendment and appropriated that amount for a  
 
replacement road deputy vehicle.  Of those funds, $14,063.14 is insurance recovery  
 
money and the remainder; ($16,936.86) will come from the Police Activity fund (#744).  
 
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Dishner) 
___________________ 
 Mr. Roberts made brief remarks concerning the public hearing. 
 
 As information, the committees for calendar year 2008 were attached to the  
 
agenda.   
___________________ 
 With a motion by Mr. Clark, and seconded by Mr. Blevins and unanimously  
 
carried, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:55 p.m.   
 

______________________________ 
Darlene Neitch, Chairperson 
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Virginia: The regular meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors was held  
  at the County Office Building on Tuesday, February 12, 2008 at 12:00  
  noon. 
 
Board Members       
Present:  Mr. Charlie Clark    Mrs. Brenda Waddell 
  Mr. Wade Blevins    Mr. Michael Roberts 
  Mrs. Darlene R. Neitch   Mr. Marvin Perry  
  Mr. Todd Dishner (arrived at approximately 12:51) 
 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Mike Carter   Mr. Charlie Atkins 

  Mr. John H. Tate, Jr.   Mrs. Amber Johnson 
  Mr. Ed Whitmore  

  
 Chairperson, Neitch called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Walter Robinson gave invocation and Pam Testerman led the pledge of  
 
allegiance.      
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried,  

 
the agenda was adopted along with the additional agenda.   
 
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, and unanimously carried,  
 
the following resolution was adopted.  Mr. Perry presented the resolution below to Mr.  
 
Bobby Evans, Mrs. Mary Ann Evans' husband, in honor of long service to the county.   
 
Mr. Perry and Mr. Roberts remarked on the life of Mrs. Evans as a County employee.   
 
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
 
WHEREAS, Mary Ann Evans was a dedicated employee of Smyth County with 30 years 
of full time service and 3 years of part time service; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mrs. Evans served as the Assistant County Administrator and as the 
County Administrator for a short period of time while employed by Smyth County; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mrs. Evans served the County with confidence and pride throughout her 
many years with Smyth County; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
celebrates the life of Mrs. Mary Ann Evans and recognizes her years of service to this 
County, both as an employee and as a citizen; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors joins many, 
in expressing its sympathies to her family in the loss of Mrs. Mary Ann Evans.   
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, and unanimously  
 
carried, the minutes of January 8 and 24, 2008 were approved with a couple of  
 
notations made.   
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
    1 absent (Dishner) 
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________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously  

 
carried, the following appropriations were approved: 

 
General County       $1,720,000 
 
Animal Control (office supplies)      $152.81 
 

 Department of Social Services (February 13-29, 2008) $300,000 
 (March 1-11, 2008)      $65,000 
                 
Schools Operating Fund     $3,900,000 
  Debt and Capitol Outlay    $70,000 

       
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, the Board unanimously  
 
approved the accounts payable listing in the amount of $1,031,697.54.  This accounts  
 
payable includes a payment to Closed Networks, Fredrick G. Griffin Engineering for the  
 
radio system project in the amount of $9,000.   

 
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
___________________                            
CITIZEN'S TIME 
 
 Mr. Wes Collins of 223 Sparks Lane appeared before the Board to explain his  
 
encounter with rabies.  Mr. Collins inquired if there was a public notice currently in effect  
 
when a rabies case is known in the County.  The Virginia Department of Health was  
 
mentioned and how they would play a role in these situations.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried  
 
this issue was referred to the Ordinance Committee for further study.  The Committee is  
 
to speak with the Virginia Department of Health on this public concern.   
 
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
 
 Mr. Walter Robinson, representing the Chilhowie Church of God requested to be  
 
relieved of tipping fees for debris of a demolished a building.  
  
 Pastor Adam Blackwell also spoke in relation to this concern.  Larry Taylor,  
 
another church member signed up to speak but did not do so.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried, this  
 
issue was referred to the Solid Waste Committee; the Committee is to return with a  
 
recommendation to the Board.   
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  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner)  
 
 Mr. Earl McClure initially signed up to speak during citizen's time.  He requested  
 
that he be allowed to speak during Zoning time since his concern related to that issue.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board would allow Mr. McClure to speak during Zoning time.  
 
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appointed Mr. Marvin Perry to the Smyth County Department of Social  
 
Services Board as the Royal Oak District representative (and Board of Supervisor  
 
representative).  His four year term will expire February 6, 2012.   
 
 Mr. Roberts included in his motion to send a letter of thanks to Rev. Eddie Foster  
 
the Royal Oak District representative and J.E. "Gene" Buchanan the North Fork District  
 
representative for their years of service on the Department of Social Services Board,  
 
both of which were not eligible for reappointment.  Rev. Foster's term expired February  
 
6, 2008.  Mr. Buchanan's term expires February 29, 2008.        
 
   6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board continued the appointment of the North Fork district representative to the Social  
 
Services Board.  Mr. Clark motioned to appoint Mr. Mike Carter, further information is  
 
needed as to whether this is a conflict of interest.   
 
   6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
   1 absent (Dishner) 
___________________ 
 With the recommendation of the Water and Sewer Committee, the Board  
 
unanimously agreed that a balance of $2238.63 be written off the books, due to the  
 
Sheriff Department unable to locate 10 customers to serve warrant in debt claims.  This  
 
debt can be collected in the event they request new water service.  
   
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
    1 absent (Dishner)  

____________________ 
 With recommendations of the Budget Committee, the Board unanimously  
 
approved the following two grants: 

  



 4 

 1. Rescue Squad Assistance Fund Grant (RSAF):  Smyth County was  
  awarded $108,398.00 for replacement of radios and pagers. The County  
  must provide a 20% local match of $21,679.60 in order for the grant to be  
  approved. This local match will be funded from the Fire and Rescue  
  Association line (#001-032020-5604-8). 
 
 2. Virginia Wireless Services Board Grant:  Smyth County was awarded  
  $145,989.00 for replacement of computers, monitors, servers, and   
  networking equipment. The County must provide a 20% local match of  
  $29,198.00 in order for the Grant to be approved.  This local match will be  
  funded from the 911 Relocation Cost Center line (#001-070000-8888-55). 
 
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Blevins, Perry, Clark) 
    1 absent (Dishner) 
____________________ 
 With the recommendation of the Budget Committee, the Board unanimously  
 
appropriated $2,000 from the Contingency Fund (#001-056000-5827) to the 2008 Miss  
 
Mountain Empire Scholarship Pageant to be held at the Lincoln Theatre on February 22  
 
and 23, 2008.   
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Blevins, Perry, Clark) 
    1 absent (Dishner) 
____________________ 
 With the recommendation of the Budget Committee, the Board unanimously,  
 
amended the Rules of Procedures, Section 4.10 (2) – Identify $2,000.00 as request  
 
amount that can be approved by Board without being on agenda or going through  
 
Budget Committee.  Over $2,000.00 would continue under current Rules and  
 
Regulations. 
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Waddell, Neitch, Blevins, Perry, Clark) 
    1 absent (Dishner) 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board agreed to donate $1,000 to Chilhowie High School for Project Graduation  
 
2008.  The same amount will be donated to Northwood High School and Marion Senior  
 
High School for After Prom 2008 activities, upon receipt of their requests.  This  
 
appropriation will come from the Board's Supplemental Appropriations fund (#4-001- 
 
011010-8888).     
 
  Mail to: Chilhowie High School 
    ATTN:  Project Graduation 
    PO Box 2280 
    Chilhowie VA  24319 
 
  Vote:  6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Waddell, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
    1 abstention (Neitch) 
____________________ 
 Mutual Aid agreements with the Town and Washington County update: 
 
 Mr. Tate inquired on the status of the Mutual Aid Agreements with the three  
 
Towns and with Washington County that were approved at the December 2007 Board  
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meeting.  Mr. Carter stated that he had spoken with Sheriff Bradley who informed him  
 
that the agreement with the Towns is currently at the Town of Saltville awaiting approval  
 
signatures.  Sheriff Bradley also informed Mr. Carter that the agreement with  
 
Washington County is with Sheriff Fred Newman, waiting their approval and signatures.   
 
After discussion with the Board and with Chief Deputy Kenny Lewis, on the status of  
 
these agreements the following motion was made: 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board instructed Mr. Tate and Mr. Lewis to work together on obtaining concrete  
 
status of the Mutual Aid Agreement with the three towns and the Mutual Aid Agreement  
 
with Washington County.  Mr. Tate and Mr. Lewis are to work toward getting these  
 
agreements executed.   
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the following deed, a sale of Route 622 easement to Virginia  
 
Department of Transportation for $1,000. 
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
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____________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board appointed Ms. Lynn McKinney to the Upper Tennessee River Roundtable Board  
 
as the Smyth County representative.  Ms. McKinney's two year term is effective  
 
immediately and will expire January 31, 2010.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
____________________ 
 Mr. Carter informed the Board that a letter had been received from Judge Lincoln  
 
confirming Mr. Roberts' reappointment to the Appalachian Juvenile Commission for  
 
another four year term.   
____________________ 
 Chairperson Neitch read the invitation from the Evergreen Soil & Water  
 
Conservation District to the annual brunch informational meeting.  This will be held on  
 
Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 10:30 a.m. at the New Pioneer Restaurant.  Those  
 
interested in attending should RSVP by March 3.   
____________________ 
 Mr. Steve Buston, Mr. Robert Hurt and Mrs. Rachel Brown all of the Virginia  
 
Department of Transportation distributed a handout (and presented a slide) of Exit 47.   
 
This detailed the new traffic pattern due to the development off that exit.  VDOT  
 
representatives reviewed the changes in detail and answered questions from the Board.  
 
 Mr. Hurt then commented on the status of construction of the bridge at exit 44  
 
(over I-81).  He stated that it would be open with in the next week.  He also took  
 
comments and maintenance concerns.   
__________________ 
 Mr. Earl McClure was permitted to speak at this time.   
 
 He expressed his concerns that the Planning Commission had not followed the  
 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance when recommending approval of the hospital’s  
 
application for a special use permit.  
 

Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried, the 
 
Board approved the Planning Commission's recommendation to grant the Smyth  
  
County Community Hospital’s application for a special use permit to establish a Medical  
 
Care Facility. 
    Vote: 7 yea  
     0 nay 
__________________ 
 Mr. Clegg Williams, Zoning Administrator, briefly updated the Board on the  
 
pending case against Mr. Bobby Haga.   
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 Mr. Williams also stated that the Assign-A-Highway program in Smyth County  
 
has begun.  Probationers are now being assigned roadways to pick up by the judge.   
 
The program seems to be working well so far.   
 
 Mr. Tate also informed the Board that the Judge would not consider their  
 
nomination of Mrs. Emily Hutchins to the Board of Zoning Appeals as an alternate,  
 
because she is not a real estate owner.  The Board will need come up with a new  
 
nomination.   
__________________ 
 At 3:00 p.m. the Board proceeded with the following public hearing.  Mr. Carter  
 
read the advertisement below as ran in the Smyth County News and Messenger on  
 
Wednesday, January 30, 2008.  There were no citizens present to speak therefore upon  
 
motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins; the rules for public hearings are forgone.   
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Smyth County will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, February 12, 2008 at 3:00 
p.m. to solicit public input on local community development and housing needs in 

relationship to the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.   The public 
hearing will be held in the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room at the Smyth County 

Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia. 
Information on the amount of funding available, the requirements on benefit to low and 
moderate-income persons, eligible activities, and plans to minimize displacement and 
provide displacement assistance as necessary will be available.   Citizens also will be 

the given the opportunity to comment on Smyth County’s past use of CDBG funds.   All 
interested citizens are urged to attend.  For additional information, please contact Sally 

Morgan at 783-3298, Ext. 206.   If you plan to attend and you have special needs 
requirements, please call the number listed above. 

 
 Mrs. Sally Morgan briefly explained the Community Development Block Grant  
 
(CDBG) funding, and then hearing was closed at approximately 3:04 p.m.  
 
 Following the hearing Mrs. Morgan explained that the Groseclose Sewer project  
 
was a possible candidate for the project as a residential sewer area.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, and unanimously  
 
carried, the Board scheduled a public hearing for the next regular meeting on March 11,  
 
2008 at 3:00 p.m. to solicit public input on the proposed Community Development Block  
 
Grant (CDBG) application to be submitted to the Virginia Department of Housing and  
 
Community Development for the proposed Groseclose Sewer Project.   
__________________ 
 Mr. Peter Cassan, Spectra Energy representative spoke before the Board and  
 
clarified the request below.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously  
 
carried, the Board approved the Spectra Energy easement request.  This easement is  
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for the work site on Route 107 for an extended 8 month period.  The current 24 month  
 
easement expires February 16, 2008.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea  
     0 nay 
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____________________                          
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Collection of delinquent taxes (8-10-04). 

 
2. Marevine Slemp, request for water service on Fox Valley Road (5-11-04).  
 
3. Request for tax relief status on building improvements for the Lincoln Theatre 

 (12-5-2006).   
__________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, and unanimously  
 
carried, the Board removed item #3 from old business.  
 
    Vote: 7 yea  
     0 nay 
__________________ 
 4. Re-codifying of the Smyth County Code (1-10-2006). 
__________________ 
 Mr. Carter and Mr. Tate stated that the changes to the code are still being  
 
incorporated and are in the hands of the attorney in Florida. 
__________________ 
5. Proposed revisions from the Planning Commission to the Subdivision Ordinance.  

 (referred to the Ordinance Committee 6-13-2006). 
 
6. a. Disposal of former school building at 105 East Strother Street (7-11-2006)  
 b. Building and Grounds Committee recommendation concerning the old  
  school building and the Heilig-Myers building (continued 11-15-2006,  
  Committee meeting 10-27-2006).    
 
7. Request the Board appropriate $15,120 to pay Wythe County their portion of 
 taxes collected on air craft at the Smyth Wythe Airport for 2006 (6-12-2007). 
 
8. Invoice from the Town of Marion for the County's 17.65% of the refinanced 
 Virginia Resource Authority (VRA) bond on the Regional Sewer Treatment Plant 
 (8-14-2007).   
__________________ 
Note:  Mr. Roberts stated that he was an employee of the Town of Marion and could vote impartially. 

 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the following agreement. 
 
     Vote: 7 yea  
     0 nay 
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 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board removed item #8 from old business.   
 
    Vote: 7 yea  
     0 nay 
__________________ 
9. Appointments (12-11-2007): 
  

 Area Beautification Committee Judges (Smyth County Chamber of Commerce) 
 North Fork District - Debbie Ogle-290 North Drive, Marion (783-2606) 
 

 The Board referred designating a liaison to the local sesquicentennial committee 
to the Appointment Committee at the regular meeting October 9, 2007.  The 
Committee reported they are discussing appointees (12-11-2007).     

___________________ 
 Mr. Whitmore requested suggestions for the appointment to the local  
 
sesquicentennial committee.  Mr. John Clark was suggested for Mr. Whitmore to contact  
 
to see if he would be interested.   
___________________ 
10. Mutual Aid Agreements with Russell and Wythe Counties (12-11-2007).   
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board ratified the following Mutual Aid Agreement with Wythe County. 
 
    Vote: 7 yea  
     0 nay   
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_____________________ 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, and unanimously  
 
carried, at 3:16 p.m., the Board agreed to enter into closed session as allowed by the  
 
Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A)  
 

 (7) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 
consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 
consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body; and consultation with 

  legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific  
  legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel. 

 
   Vote: 7 yea 
    0 nay 

     
At 3:29 p.m. the Chairman ended the closed session. 

_________________ 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Blevins, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Smyth County Board of Supervisors unanimously adopts the following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed  
 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with  
 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by  

 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in  

 
conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 

 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only  
 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia  

 
law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies,  
 
and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the  
 
closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of  
 
Supervisors.    
    Vote: 7 yea 
     0 nay 
___________________ 
 Mr. Whitmore distributed the County's monthly financial statement.  
 
 The Board also briefly discussed upcoming meetings with the Town of Marion on  
 
February 13 and 25 concerning the disposition of the old school house.   
 
 Mrs. Morgan briefly reviewed information on the following upcoming meetings: 
 
 1. March 13, 2008 - Entrepreneur Express: Moving Your Business Forward  
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 2. March 14, 2008 - The Knowledge Economy Roadshow  
 
 Mr. Whitmore informed the Board of a meeting on March 13 at 2:00 p.m. in  
 
Chilhowie hosted by Sheridan Ridge.   
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mrs. Waddell, and unanimously carried, 
 
at 3:59 p.m., the Board agreed to enter into closed session as allowed by the Code of  
 
Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A) (7) as detailed below.  Mr. John Politis and Mr. Jeff  
 
Mitchell were permitted to participate in closed session discussions.    

 
 2.2-3711 (A) (7) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members 
 or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation 
 or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating 
 posture of the public body; and consultation with legal counsel employed or 
 retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision 
 of legal advice by such counsel. 

 
  Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Waddell, Neitch, Clark, Perry) 
   1 absent (Blevins, out of the room) 

     
At 5:21 p.m. the Chairman ended the closed session. 

 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, BE IT RESOLVED that  
 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors unanimously adopts the following resolution: 

   

 WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed  
 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with  
 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by  
 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in  
 
conformity with Virginia law; public business matters lawfully exempted from open  
 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which  
 
this certification resolution applies,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 
 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only and 

(ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the  
 
closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of  
 
Supervisors.    
   Vote:  7 yea  
    0 nay 
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Roberts, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board authorized the Ordinance Committee to consider a Community Development  
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Authority (CDA) and review tax revenues of the county and tax revenues of the Town of  
 
Marion from Wal-Mart.   
 
   Vote:  7 yea  
    0 nay 
___________________ 
 At approximately 5:28 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mr. Clark,  
 
and unanimously carried, the meeting was continued until Thursday, February 28, 2008  
 
at 7:00 p.m., in the event the meeting is not needed, Madam Chairman will cancel.   
 
   Vote:  7 yea  
    0 nay 
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Virginia: The regular meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors was held  
  at the County Office Building on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 12:00   
  noon. 
 
Board Members       
Present:  Mr. Charlie Clark    Mr. Michael Roberts 
  Mr. Wade Blevins     
  Mr. Todd Dishner  
 
Board Members 
Absent:  Mrs. Brenda Waddell   Mrs. Darlene R. Neitch 
  Mr. Marvin Perry 
 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Mike Carter   Mr. Charlie Atkins 

  Mr. John H. Tate, Jr.   Mrs. Amber Johnson 
  Mr. Ed Whitmore  

  
 
 Vice-Chairman, Blevins called the meeting to order at approximately 12:05 p.m. 
 
 Sandy Elswick led the pledge of allegiance.      
________________ 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  

 
the agenda was adopted along with the additional agenda.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins) 
    3 absent (Waddell, Neitch, Perry)  
________________ 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously  
 
carried, the minutes of February 12, 2008 were approved. 
   
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins) 
    3 absent (Waddell, Neitch, Perry) 
________________ 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously  

 
carried, the following appropriations were approved: 

 
General County       $1,000,000 
 
Animal Control (office supplies)      $357 

  
 Department of Social Services (March 12-31, 2008)  $300,000 

 (April 1-8, 2008)      $65,000 
                 
Schools Operating Fund     $4,500,000 
  Debt and Capitol Outlay    $150,000 

       
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins) 
    3 absent (Waddell, Neitch, Perry) 
________________ 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, the Board unanimously  
 
approved the accounts payable listing in the amount of $524,761.12.   
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   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins) 
    3 absent (Waddell, Neitch, Perry) 
___________________                            
 
CITIZEN'S TIME 
 
 Tim White spoke on behalf of the Song of the Mountains requesting additional  
 
funding for season 4.  Joe Ellis was also present.  Mr. White also presented a DVD  
 
slideshow.  The organization requests an additional $20,000 for the upcoming season.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, this issue was referred to  
 
the Budget Committee to review during the upcoming budget process.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins) 
    3 absent (Waddell, Neitch, Perry) 
__________________ 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appointed Mr. Charlie Atkins as Mr. Wade Blevins' designee to the  
 
Community Policy Management Team.  Mr. Atkins' term will expire along with Mr.  
 
Blevins, June 30, 2008.    
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
__________________ 
  
 The following appointment was continued: 
 

 Industrial Development Authority 
  Park District - Vacant   
____________________                     

    

  Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously  
 
carried, the Board appropriated $1,000 (from line #001-035010-9005) to Norfolk  
 
Southern Railway Company.  This is for general liability insurance related to the sewer  
 
pipe under the railway bridge on Fox Valley Road in Chilhowie.        
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
 

 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, Mr. Simpson is  
 
authorized to execute the appropriate documents with Norfolk Southern Railway  
 
Company. 
 

    Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
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___________________ 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appropriated $1,037.97 (from line # 001-081030-8888-1) for rebate of  
 
Building Permit Fee ($337.97) and sewer tap fee ($700) for A-1 Storage Solutions, LLC  
 
(Car Wash near Exit 50).   
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
 
 The Board then reviewed an Enterprise Zone request for real estate rehab tax  
 
exemption from the General Francis Marion Hotel.  This was reviewed by the Economic  
 
Development Committee and was brought back to the full Board for input.   
  
 The Board reviewed the information provided in the packet and with discussion,  
 
upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board voted to accept the Intent to Apply for Enterprise Zone Incentives for the General  
 
Francis Marion Hotel to be permissible under the earlier County code section.  (The  
 
Board did not specifically approve the exemption, nor were they presented with a dollar  
 
amount of the requested exemption.  This would require subsequent action.)   
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried  
 
(along with the recommendation of the Animal Control Committee), the Board  
 
appropriated $390 from the Animal Control, Claims & Bounties (#003-91060-5802) to  
 
pay the following three (3) claims. 
  
  NAME   APPROVED   
1) Harry Bane   $200     
 1 jersey steer  
 
2) William & Julie Palmer $80   
 1 goat 
 
3) William & Julie Palmer $110   
 1 goat 
 ___________________________ 
 TOTAL:   $390  
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
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___________________ 
  
 With the recommendation of the Solid Waste Committee the Board approved  
 
advertisement of the Solid Waste Disposal and Transportation Request for Proposals.    
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and duly carried, the Board  
 
agreed to waive tipping fees for Chilhowie Church of God, for Monday February 4,  
 
2008, only.  This amounts to 59.85 tons = $2693.25.     
 
   Vote: 3 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark)  
    1 nay (Blevins) 
    3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
 
 The Solid Waste Committee recommended to the Board that up to 5 tons,  
 
annually is a standard amount for free tipping.  The Board discussed this  
 
recommendation in depth.  It was continued.   
___________________ 
 
   Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Clark, the following resolution  
 
was approved: 

 RESOLUTION 
IN SUPPORT OF A 

SOUTHERN RIVERS WATERSHED ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
APPLICATION FOR THE 

CRUSENBERRY/HAYDEN HOLLOW COMPREHENSIVE  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

 
 

WHEREAS,  Smyth County wishes to apply for $425,446 of  Southern Rivers 
Watershed Enhancement Program fund for the Crusenberry Road/Hayden Hollow 
Comprehensive Community Development Project; and, 
 
WHEREAS, $851,550 of other funding (state: $816,550; local: $20,000; other/SERCAP: 
$15,000) will also be expended on this project, and, 
 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Crusenberry Road/Hayden Hollow Project will 
construct an adequate public wastewater collection system that will connect 24 homes 
and 2 church dwellings thereby eliminating their discharge of wastewater into septic 
systems and subsequent ground absorption. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Administrator is hereby 
authorized to sign and to submit the appropriate documents for this grant application on 
behalf of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
   
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
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___________________ 
  

With the recommendation of the Water and Sewer Committee, the Board 
 
unanimously agreed that a balance of $244.08, belonging to Marie Thomas be written  
 
off.     
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
__________________ 
 
 Mr. Tate updated the Board that the advertisement for the consideration for the  
 
creation of a Community Development Authority has been run for Saturday March 8 and  
 
15.  The hearing is scheduled for Thursday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m.   
_____________________ 

 

  Steve Buston of the Virginia Department of Transportation briefed the Board on  
 
the following items: 
 

 Resurfacing schedule 

 Exit 47 public hearing  

 Route 622 road closing for construction 

 Bridge at old Pepsi Plant over I-81 is now open, other bridge will be open 
by May 1 

 Reduction in construction allocation 
 
 Mr. Robert Hurt returned one maintenance concern.   
__________________ 
 
 At 3:00 p.m. the Board proceeded with a scheduled public hearing. Mr. Whitmore  
 
read the following advertisement as ran in the Smyth County News and Messenger on  
 
Saturday, March 1, 2008.  There was one citizen present.  Upon motion of Mr. Roberts,  
 
seconded by Mr. Dishner and unanimously carried, reading of the rules were forgone.   

 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  

   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
   

 Public Hearing Notice 

 The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing to solicit public 
input on the proposed Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to be 
submitted to the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development for the 
proposed Groseclose Sewer Project.  The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
March 11, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room at the Smyth 
County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion.   Residents of the project area are 
encouraged to attend. 
 The draft CDBG application will be presented for comment along with information 
on projected beneficiaries, number of low and moderate-income residents to benefit 
from the project, and plans to minimize displacement.  Citizens also will be given an 
opportunity to comment on Smyth County’s past use of CDBG funds.   

A fact sheet on the proposed project and the draft application is available at the 
Smyth County Administrator’s office at the Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley 
Circle, Suite 100, Marion, VA.  Complaints or questions can be submitted in writing to 
the Smyth County Administrator’s office at the address above or by email to  
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ptesterman@smythcounty.org by March 10.  If you plan to attend the public hearing and 
have any special needs requirements, please call 276-783-7000, Ext. 204. 

 
 Mrs. Morgan distributed the following information and explained the project.    
 

GROSECLOSE SEWER PROJECT 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Hearing 

 
Project Description: 

 Project will provide sanitary sewer collection to the community located along U.S. 
Route 11 between Atkins and Groseclose 

 Presently, this neighborhood suffers from the lack of adequate sewage disposal due 
to failing septic systems 

 The only feasible solution is the installation of public sewer lines to the area 

 The lines will all be gravity flow lines which will take the sewer flow to the existing 
Marion Regional Water Reclamation Facility for treatment 

 
Project Beneficiaries: 

 There are approximately 110 structures in the designated project service area, but 
only 54 occupied housing units (does not include 5 houses on Churchland Drive). 

 Of these homes, 33 households (72 persons) are estimated to be low to moderate 
income (LMI), based on the results of a updated door-to-door survey completed in 
February and March 2008.  The percentage of LMI persons is estimated to be at 
least 56 percent of the total.   

 All 54  households benefit from the project by having a safe and sanitary means of 
sewage disposal 

 The 33 LMI households will benefit by having no costs to connect to the system.  
 
Proposed Project Cost: 
Construction                                   3,007,965  
Engineering Costs, including inspection and additional                                 95,000 
Other Non-Construction Costs (Legal, Interest, Land Acquisition)                 58,000 
Interest                   50,000 
Contingency                           300,797  
Total Cost for Collection System                          $3,511,762 
 
Proposed Funding: 
Rural Development Agency (USDA)  Loan                 996,162 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)                                                   675,000 
Southern Rivers Watershed Enhancement Program                            1,000,000 
Department of Environmental Quality                                           240,600 
Left-over funds from RD (Allison Gap)                                           500,000          
Virginia Tobacco Commission                                            100,000   
                                        $3,511,762 
 
Plans to Minimize Displacement: 
 There will be no displacement of residents in the project area 

 
 Mr. J.W. Cumbow spoke in favor of sewer in the Groseclose community.   
 
 The hearing was closed at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board adopted the following resolution in support of the project.  This motion  
 
authorizes Mrs. Morgan to adjust the highlighted sections should the results of the area  
 
survey show better odds for funding.   
 

mailto:ptesterman@smythcounty.org
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 RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development is 
soliciting applications for the 2008 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program to fund local community facilities, housing, and economic development 
projects, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has determined that there is a 
need and a demand for public sewer in the Groseclose area of the County based on 
information from community residents and the local Health Department, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has met the citizen participation requirements of 
the program by conducting two public hearings that were properly advertised in the 
newspaper and at least one other public notice, as required by the CDBG program 
guidelines, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors wishes to 
apply for $ 675,000 in Virginia Community Development Block Grant funds for the 
proposed Groseclose Sewer Project under the Community Facilities project type, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an estimated $2.8 million in other funds will be spent 
on this project for the sewer collection system, and that the project will benefit a 
projected 54 households (129 persons), of which an estimated 56 % (72 persons) are 
low-to-moderate income, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has a 
mandatory hook-up ordinance that will be enforced for this project, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors authorizes 
the County Administrator to sign and submit all appropriate documents for submittal of 
this Community Development Block Grant application. 
 
Adopted by the Board of Supervisors   Edwin B. J. Whitmore, III 
March 11, 2008      ______________________ 

County Administrator 
  
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Collection of delinquent taxes (8-10-04). 

 
2. Marevine Slemp, request for water service on Fox Valley Road (5-11-04).  
 
3. Re-codifying of the Smyth County Code (1-10-2006). 
 
4. Proposed revisions from the Planning Commission to the Subdivision Ordinance.  
 (referred to the Ordinance Committee 6-13-2006). 
 
5. a. Disposal of former school building at 105 East Strother Street (7-11-2006)  
 b. Building and Grounds Committee recommendation concerning the old  
  school building and the Heilig-Myers building (continued 11-15-2006,  
  Committee meeting 10-27-2006).    
__________________ 
 
 Mr. Clark briefly updated the Board on the Town of Marion's progress in working  
 
on a solution for the former school on East Strother Street.   
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 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
item 5 (b) was removed from old business.   
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
 
6. Request the Board appropriate $15,120 to pay Wythe County their portion of 
 taxes collected on air craft at the Smyth Wythe Airport for 2006 (6-12-2007). 
___________________ 
 
 Item 6 was briefly discussed and again continued.   
___________________ 
 
7. Appointments: 
  

 Area Beautification Committee Judges (12-11-2007) 
(Smyth County Chamber of Commerce) 

 North Fork District - Debbie Ogle-290 North Drive, Marion (783-2606)  
 

 The Board referred designating a liaison to the local sesquicentennial committee 
to the Appointment Committee at the regular meeting October 9, 2007.  The 
Committee reported they are discussing appointees (12-11-2007).     

___________________ 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board unanimously appointed Mr. John Clark as Smyth County's liaison to the  
 
Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission.   
 
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
___________________ 
 

 Department of Social Services Board (2-12-2008) 
 North Fork District - VACANT 
 

 Board of Zoning Appeals (2-12-2008) 
 One Alternate - VACANT  
 
8. Mutual Aid Agreement with Russell County (12-11-2007).   
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
item 8 was removed from old business.  The Sheriff no longer wishes to pursue this  
 
agreement. 
   
  Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
   3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
____________________ 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  

 
at 3:16 p.m., the Board agreed to enter into closed session as allowed by the Code of  
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Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A) (5) and (7) as described below:   
 

 (5) Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of the business' or industry's interest in 
locating or expanding its facilities in the community.  

 

 (7) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 
consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 
consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body; and consultation with 

  legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific  
  legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel. 

 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
    3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 

     
At 3:59 p.m. the Chairman ended the closed session. 

_________________ 
Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Smyth County Board of Supervisors unanimously adopts the following resolution: 

 WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed  
 
meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with  
 
the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by  

 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in  

 
conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 

 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only  
 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia  

 
law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies,  
 
and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the  
 
closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of  
 
Supervisors.    
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
    3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
____________________ 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved hiring Davenport and Company.  Staff is authorized to negotiate a  
 
consulting agreement not to exceed $250/hour plus expenses.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
    3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
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____________________ 
  
 Mr. Blevins read information to the Board on the Quarterly Meeting to be hosted  
 
by the Town of Chilhowie Tuesday, March 25 at 6:00 p.m. Town House Grill.  Those  
 
who wish to attend should RSVP by March 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
____________________ 
 
CONTINUE THE MEETING 
 
 The Board discussed continuing the meeting until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, March  
 
27 for a work session to review the audit with the accountants.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Clark, seconded by Mr. Dishner, the Board continued the  
 
meeting until Thursday, March 27, 2008 for the following issues:   
 

 7:00 p.m. for a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission  

 7:30 p.m. public hearing on the proposal for an ordinance authorizing 
accepting petitions for the creation of Community Development Authorities 
(CDA) 

 any other issues that may come up 
  
 Meeting at 5:00 p.m. will be confirmed once Jim Fern, CPA has been contacted  
 
to meet with the Board.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Blevins)  
    3 absent (Neitch, Perry, Waddell) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Darlene Neitch, Chairperson   
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Virginia: Continued meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at the 
County Office Building on Thursday, March 27, 2008. 

 
 The first meeting began at 5:00 p.m. and was held in the board room on  
 
the fourth floor.     
 
Board Members  
Present:  Mrs. Darlene Neitch, Chairperson  Mr. Michael Roberts   
   Mr. Charlie Clark     
   Mr. Marvin Perry (arrived at approximately 5:50 p.m.) 

     
Board Members 
Absent:  Mr. Todd Dishner     Mr. Wade Blevins 
   Mrs. Brenda Waddell 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Charlie Atkins    Mr. Mike Carter   
   Mrs. Amber Johnson   Mrs. Lisa Richardson 
   Mr. Ed Whitmore 
    
 Mr. Jim Fern of Hicok, Fern and Brown met with the Board to review the 2006  
 
audit and those findings and how those will be remedied.  Mr. Fern answered questions  
 
from the Board to help clarify the audit.   
 
 This portion of the meeting ended at approximately 6:20 p.m.  
__________________ 
 
 At 7:00 p.m. the Board reconvened in the Board of Supervisors meeting room for  
 
a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission.      
 
Board Members  
Present:  Mrs. Darlene Neitch, Chairperson  Mr. Michael Roberts   
   Mr. Charlie Clark    Mr. Wade Blevins 
   Mr. Marvin Perry      
   Mr. Todd Dishner (arrived at approximately 7:05 p.m.) 

     
Board Members 
Absent:  Mrs. Brenda Waddell 
 
Staff Members  
Present:  Mr. Charlie Atkins    Mr. Mike Carter   
   Mrs. Amber Johnson   Mrs. Sally Morgan  
   Mr. Ed Whitmore    Mr. Clegg Williams 
   Mrs. Becca Kirk 
 
 
Planning Commission   
Members Present:  Mr. Karl Kalber  Ms. Amy Tuell 
    Mr. Graham Davidson Mr. Dennis Blevins   
    Mr. Norman Sparks   Mr. Don Medley 
  
Planning Commission   
Members Absent:   Mr. Wayne Venable 
____________________ 
 
 At 7:00 p.m. the Chairperson, Neitch and Chairman, Kalber called the joint  
 
public hearing to order.   
 
 Mr. Whitmore read the advertisement as ran in the Smyth County News and  
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Messenger on March 15 and 22, 2008, both Saturday editions.  The only citizen  
 
present was the applicant.      
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, reading of the rules for  
 
public hearings was forgone.   
 
   Vote: 5 yea 
    2 absent (Waddell, Dishner) 
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND  
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning Commission 
will conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, March 27, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. or as soon 
after 7:00 P.M. as an application may be heard, in the Smyth County Office Building, 
121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, to consider the following application(s) to the Zoning 
Ordinance of Smyth County, Virginia: 

 
An application from Howard Aistrop for a Special Use Permit to establish a 
Recycling Convenience Station on a tract of land owned by T. O. Blevins.  
The property is located at 854 St. Clair’s Creek Road in Chilhowie, is 
zoned Agricultural/Rural, and is identified by Tax Map No. 76-A-158. 

 
At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors and 
Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may appear and state 
his/her views thereon. 
 
These files are at the Offices of the County Administrator and County Zoning 
Administrator at the address given above, and may be viewed during regular business 
hours Monday through Friday. 
 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 
 

Edwin B.J. Whitmore III, County Administrator 
Karl A. Kalber, Chairman of the Planning Commission 

 

 Mr. Williams summarized Mr. Howard Aistrop's application for a special use  
 
permit to establish a Recycling Center inside a building that was once a Convenience  
 
Store.  Mr. Williams mailed notice of the public hearing to all adjoining property owners.  
 
He stated that he received no comments on the application.  He pointed out the  
 
following sections of the ordinance: Section 3-2.2 (s) which allows a Recycling Facility in  
 
the Agricultural/Rural District by issuance of a Special Use Permit, and Article VI which  
 
contains the provisions for Special Use Permits.  Upon Mr. Perry’s request Mr. Williams  
 
read the requirements that must be met before a special use permit may be approved. 
 
 Mr. Aistrop was present and addressed questions from the Commissioners and  
 
Board Members.  He stated that he would only be accepting scrap metals and would  
 
only be open on Fridays and Saturdays while starting out.  Due to the increased theft of  
 
copper, Mr. Aistrop informed the room that he was required by law to obtain a copy of a  
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driver’s license for anyone selling copper to a recycling center.  He stated that he and  
 
Mr. Blevins (the property owner) have a signed agreement that all materials stored at  
 
the recycling business would be kept inside of the building. 
 
 With no one else wishing to speak on this application, Chairperson Neitch and  
 
Chairman Kalber closed the joint public hearing at 7:10 p.m. 
_____________________ 
 
 At 7:30 p.m., the Board then proceeded with the following public hearing.  Mr.  
 
Whitmore read the advertisement as ran in the Smyth County News and Messenger on  
 
March 8 and 15, 2008, both Saturday editions.  There were no citizens present to  
 
speak, therefore the rules for public hearings were forgone.   
 

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Proposal for an Ordinance authorizing accepting petitions for the creation 
of Community Development Authorities under §15.2-5152, et seq, of the Code of 
Virginia.  
 
 After proper advertising, the County proposes to consider the adoption of the 
following ordinance to permit the acceptance, by the County, or jointly with any town in 
Smyth County, Virginia, an ordinance with the following concepts and proposed 
conditions.   
 

ORDINANCE - Electing to Assume the Power to Consider Petitions for the 
Creation of Community Development Authorities: 
 
 WHEREAS, state law was amended in 2005 to require any county that wishes to 
consider petitions for the creation of Community Development Authorities to elect to do 
so by ordinance and to hold a public hearing on the ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, having had a duly advertised public hearing on this subject, the 
County of Smyth, Virginia (the “County”), wishes to assume the power to consider such 
petitions; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF SMYTH, VIRGINIA: 
 
 1. The County elects to assume the power to consider petitions for the 
creation of community development authorities in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 15.2-5152 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended. 
 
 2. Upon receipt of such a petition, the County Administrator will review and 
evaluate its merits in accordance with the provisions of state law and with written criteria 
to be approved by the County Administrator and the Board.   
 
 3. After the County Administrator’s review and evaluation is complete, and 
consultation with legal counsel if required, the County Administrator shall advise the 
Board of Supervisors of his recommendation with respect to the petition. 
 
 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on and after its passage.  
 
 The advertisement of this proposed ordinance was approved by the Board of 
Supervisors. 
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3-27-2008 
 
 A public hearing will be held at the office of the Board of Supervisors, 121 Bagley 
Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia on Thursday, March 27, 2008 at 7:30 P.M. or soon  

 
there after.  At this hearing, and subject to the Rules of Procedure of the Smyth County 
Board of Supervisors, any interested citizen may appear and state his or her views 
thereon.   
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 
Edwin B.J. Whitmore, III, County Administrator 

 
 Mr. Whitmore explained that adopting the ordinance; gives the Board the right to  
 
accept a petition for the creation of a Community Development Authority.  After only a  
 
brief discussion, the hearing was closed at 7:31 p.m.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board continued the adoption of the above ordinance until the next regular meeting on  
 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008.   
__________________ 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved a Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program Grant in the  
 
amount of $4,906.  Local funds are not involved.  
 
   Vote: 6 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Neitch, Clark, Blevins, Perry) 
    1 absent (Waddell)  
__________________ 
 
 Mrs. Neitch thanked the Board for the flowers and kind words during the recent  
 
loss of her brother.  
__________________ 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Clark, and unanimously carried, the  
 
meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Darlene Neitch, Chairperson  
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