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Virginia: At the regular meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at  
  the County Office Building on Tuesday, June 13, 2006 at 12:00 noon. 
 
Board Members Mr. Charlie Clark, Chairman  Mr. Wade Blevins 
Present:  Mr. Marvin Perry    Mrs. Darlene R. Neitch 

 Mr. Todd Dishner     Mr. Michael Roberts  
   

  NOTE:  Mr. Dishner left at approximately 3:45 p.m. and Mr. Blevins left at 
 approximately 4:00 p.m.   

Board Members  
Absent:  Mr. Harold Slemp 
     
Staff Members Mr. Edwin B.J. Whitmore, III Mr. John H. Tate, Jr. 
Present:  Mr. Michael Carter   Ms. Amber Tilson                      

 Mr. Charlie Atkins    
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at approximately 12:00 noon  

 
Rev. Kevin Elswick gave the invocation and Shirley Spencer led the pledge of  
 
allegiance.   
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the agenda was adopted along with the additional agenda. Tom Burkett, Treasurer, was  
 
also added to the agenda.    
 
   Vote: 6 yea 
    1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the minutes of Tuesday, May 9, 2006 and Thursday, May 25, 2006 were approved.  Mr.  
 
Tate notified the Board of a change he made in the minutes of May 25, concerning the  
 
Radio Communications Project.     
 
   Vote: 6 yea 
    1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously  
 
carried, the following appropriations were approved: 

 
General County       $1,150,000 
Animal Control (office supplies)     $140 
 
Allison Gap Sewer Project      $34,053.91 
 

 Department of Social Services (June 14-30, 2006)  $320,000 
   

   Vote: 6 yea 
    1 absent (Slemp) 
 
 Department of Social Services appropriation for July 1-11, $50,000 was  
 
continued until a budget has been passed by the state.  The Board will address this  
 
appropriation at a continued meeting later in the month of June.   
________________ 
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CITIZEN’S TIME 
  
 Robert Vinyard, President of the Smyth County Bar Association, presented the  
 
Board with new American and Virginia flags for the Courthouse lawn. 
 
 Tom Burkett, Treasurer, distributed a list of CD’s held by the County as of May  
 
31.  He explained the interest rate and his pass through account.  This information was  
 
requested by Mr. Slemp. 
 
 Mr. H. H. Copenhaver of the Atkins community asked that the Board investigate  
 
a sign at the railroad crossing on Route 625 in Atkins notifying that the crossing will be  
 
closed in 60 days.  Mr. Copenhaver expressed his concerns with the closing.  Mrs. Sally  
 
Morgan informed the Board that she had called the number on the sign and was waiting  
 
to speak with someone on the closing. 
 
 Mr. Earl McClure spoke of his churches archery program and invited any youth  
 
groups who wished to attend.   
 
 Mrs. Lou Earhart spoke on behalf of the Sheridan Ridge Project.  She thanked  
 
the Board for the support, help, and warm welcome. 
 
 Rev. Jim Bangle, expressed his thoughts on the Juvenile Detention Center and  
 
his being replaced on the Commission.                 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the payment of bills twice in the month of June.  The second  
 
approval will be at one of the continued meetings later in the month. 
 
   Vote: 6 yea  
    1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board continued the 2004 personal property tax refund to John Timothy Peachey in  
 
the amount of $1,011.19. 
 
   Vote: 6 yea  
    1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the following resolution.  In approving the resolution the Board  
 
requested that Mount Rogers Planning District Commission allow the County to actively  
 
participate in the planning process so that the efforts are coordinated between the local  
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and regional levels.   
 
  WHEREAS, the Virginia General Assembly has mandated the development of water supply plans 

throughout the Commonwealth and the State Water Control Board has developed regulations to 
implement this planning process; and 
 

 WHEREAS, based upon these regulations, the County of Smyth is required to complete a water      
      supply plan that fulfills the regulations by November 2, 2011,and 

 
  WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality has announced the availability of 

grant funds to assist localities offset some of the costs related to the development of these plans and 
are encouraging localities to submit applications for grant funds using regional water supply plans; 
and  

 
  WHEREAS, regional water supply planning is a sensible approach to developing a water supply 

plan since watershed boundaries do not follow political boundaries and since there will likely be cost 
savings to all jurisdictions participating; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mount Rogers Planning District Commission has previously managed the            
      development of successful regional plans and is a logical entity to organize and manage a regional     
      water supply planning process; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Mount Rogers Planning District Commission desires to participate in a regional 

water supply plan and desires to secure DEQ grant funds to help offset the cost of the plan 
development. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Smyth authorizes the Mount Rogers       
      Planning District Commission to develop an application for water supply planning grant funds and to  
     develop a regional water supply plan which will meet mandated regulations; and  

 
     IT IS RESOLVED, that the County Administrator is authorized to sign the DEQ grant contract and 

other appropriate documents related to the source water planning grant and the regional source water 
supply plan; and 
 

  IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mount Rogers Planning District intends to provide $2,500 
of in-kind matching funds and $2,500 in cash for the project.  

________________ 
 Mrs. Morgan updated the Board on the Allison Gap School/Housing Planning  
 
Grant.  This project of turning the building into elderly housing began in 2004 and has  
 
been lagging with the state.  Mrs. Morgan was recently asked to advertise for request  
 
for proposals again seeking architectural firms.   
 
 Mr. Roberts asked Sally to inquire with the Town of Saltville as to whether they  
 
were planning a housing rehab project that would include the Buckeye Community and  
 
if there could possibility be a regional project.   
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the recommendation from the Water and Sewer Committee to write  
 
off uncollectible water & sewer bills in the amount of $7,387.49, due to no forwarding  
 
addresses or information. 
     
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Mr. Simpson updated the Board on the equipment list to be used with the  
 
remaining funds from the Allison Gap Sewer Project.  He is currently waiting for  
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approval from Rural Development.  Mr. Roberts inquired on the use of these funds for  
 
Kent Street. 
 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the equipment list, contingent upon approval by Rural   
 
Development.  
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Slemp)   
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appropriated a total sum of $156,000 and approved the contract to be signed  
 
with Central Builders for the pipeline on Route 107. 
 
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Mr. Simpson also updated the Board on the East Hungry Mother Water project;  
 
authorization to bid has been received.  He will advertise for those and bids will be  
 
received by July 6.  Mr. Simpson should have a recommendation at the next regular  
 
Board meeting and likely set a public hearing for the issuance of bonds.      
  
 Mr. Perry said that he hoped the newspaper would mention that the Hungry  
 
Mother Water project is under way.   
 
 Mr. Dishner asked Mr. Simpson about the size of projects and if they could be or  
 
ever were down sized so they would be feasible for smaller construction companies.    
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appropriated up to $2,500 for payment to Virginia Department of Health for  
 
water sampling kits on the well drawdown for the new Dix well.   
 
   Vote: 6 yea 
    1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 The Animal Control Committee recommended that $1,200 be appropriated out of  
 
the Animal Damage for claims.  The Board unanimously agreed to approve the  
 
committee’s recommendation to pay the following: 
  
   Charlie Atkins (2 claims) $230    
   J.S. Staley   $200 
   Kim Gollehon   $770  
     Total  $1200  
 
   Vote: 5 yea 
    2 absent (Slemp, Perry) Mr. Perry stepped out of the room  
________________ 
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 Ms. Shirley Spencer of the Building Inspection Department explained the  
 
proposed changes to the Subdivision Ordinance.  The Planning Commission’s  
 
Ordinance Committee has met periodically since January to review the Smyth County  
 
Subdivision Ordinance, section by section and the coordinating state code.  She and  
 
Bud Owens have kept a list since 1996 (adoption of the last ordinance) of any issues  
 
that have caused problems, which was also review by the committee.  A questionnaire  
 
was also sent to local surveyors, with about 8 responses.  The committee sent their final  
 
draft to the Planning Commission in April.  The Chairman of the Planning Commission  
 
asked that the Planning Commission be prepared to offer comments at the May  
 
meeting, at that meeting the Planning Commission forwarded the final draft to Board for  
 
consideration.   
 
 After discussion, the Board referred the proposed changes to the Ordinance  
 
Committee of the Board.  The committee will meet as soon as possible to get the  
 
process moving.    
________________ 
 The following reappointments were referred to the appoint committee: 
 
 CDI-Community Correction Resource Board (2 year term) 
 Michael Roberts      6-30-2006 
 Sheriff, R. David Bradley    6-30-2006 

 
 Community Policy Management Team (1 year term) 
 Sabrina Rose-2185 Red Stone Road, Marion, 24354 (783-8812)  
  (Parent Representative)   6-30-2006 
 Penny Dixon–PO Box 305, Marion, 24354 (783-8920)  
  (Private Provider Representative) 6-30-2006 
   
 Marion Downtown Revitalization Committee (1 Year Term) 

Harold Slemp    6-30-2006  
 
 Southwest Virginia Community Corrections (2 year term)   
 Sheriff, R. David Bradley    6-30-2006 
 Michael Roberts     6-30-2006 
________________ 
 Mr. Clark requested that the following be continued until the next regular  
 
meeting, July 11: 
 
 Industrial Development Authority (4 year term, district specific)  
 Jimmie Stamper–591 Cleghorn Valley Road, Marion (646-8670)    
       6-30-2006 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board reappointed Mr. Marvin Perry to the Community Policy Management Team,  
 
as the Board member representative.  Term will expire June 30, 2007. 
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    Vote: 5 yea (Roberts, Dishner, Clark, Neitch, Blevins) 
1 absent (Slemp) 
1 abstention (Perry) 

________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board appointed Mr. Merrelle Ward to the Smyth County Department of Social  
 
Services Board.  His term will expire June 30, 2010.   
 
    Vote: 6 yea  

1  absent (Slemp) 
 
 Mr. Blevins requested that a letter be sent to Mrs. Vicki Ward thanking her for her  
 
time and dedication to the Social Services Board.  
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board reappointed Mr. Larry Wyatt to the Smyth County Industrial Development  
 
Authority. His term will expire June 30, 2010. 
 
    Vote: 6 yea  

1  absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
  Steve Buston of the Virginia Department of Transportation distributed the  
 
following actual figures for the current Six-Year Plan: 
 

Smyth County Secondary Construction Allocation 
 
Projected allocations in December 2005 
 
   Regular  Unpaved   
Fiscal year  Construction  construction   Total 
2006-07  $1,091,350  $278,712  $1,370,062 
2007-08  $1,083,849  $273,509  $1,357,358 
2008-09  $1,101,263  $274,973  $1,376,236 
2009-10  $1,035,861  $247,762  $1,283,623 
2010-11  $1,069,665  $250,014  $1,319,679 
 

 
 In the next coming months he plans to have a work session with the Board to  
 
explain how the distribution of funds has been changed.  He also mentioned changes in  
 
Revenue Sharing funding.  He will discuss that more at the work session also.     
________________ 
 Mr. Roberts inquired about a possible abandonment of a portion of Surber Cove  
 
Road (Route 667).  Mr. Robert Hurt of VDOT has been in contact with the property  
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owners.  Mr. Charles Boardwine (whose son owns the property) was present to see  
 
what steps need to be taken to move forward with the abandonment.  Mr. Hurt informed  
 
the Board that the first step would be to schedule a public hearing.  If the Board  
 
approves the abandonment, they would adopt a resolution which would be forwarded to  
 
VDOT for approval.       
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board authorized staff to proceed with the steps to abandon the requested portion of  
 
Surber Cove Road.   
    Vote: 6 yea  

1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded, by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board adopted the following resolution: 
 
  WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Transportation has provided this Board with a sketch 

dated April 3, 2006 depicting the additions and abandonment’s required in the secondary system of 
state highways as a result of Project 0600-086-176, C504, B651, which sketch is hereby incorporated 
herein by reference, 

 
  WHEREAS, the new road serves the same citizens as those portions of old road identified to be 

abandoned and those segments no longer serve a public need, and 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this Board request the Virginia Department of 

Transportation to add the secondary system of state highways those portions of road identified by the 
sketch to be added, pursuant to Sec. 33.1-229, Code of Virginia, and 

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Board abandons as part of the secondary system of state 

highways those portions of road identified by the sketch to be abandoned, pursuant to Sec. 33.1-155, 
Code of Virginia: 

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Resident 

Engineer for the Virginia Department of Transportation. 
 
    Vote: 6 yea  

1 absent (Slemp) 
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 Mr. Hurt also mentioned the closing of the railroad crossing that was discussed  
 
during citizen’s time.  Mrs. Morgan informed the Board that she was able to speak with  
 
the authorities during the break and the sign placed at the crossing was a mistake and  
 
the crossing will remain open. 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board agreed that the railroad crossing on Route 625 in the Atkins Community  
 
should remain open. 
    Vote: 6 yea  

1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously 
 
carried, the Board approved the recommendation from the Planning Commission 

 
to grant the Rouse application for a map amendment to rezone property located at 154  
 
Lee Highway in Chilhowie from Commercial to Industrial.  
  
   Vote: 6 yea 

1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved a single festival permit for the Davis Valley Winery event to be held  
 
on June 17, 2006.   
   Vote: 6 yea  
    1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board scheduled a public hearing to take comments on proposed budget  
 
amendments to the 2005-2006 School Board budget.  The hearing is scheduled for  
 
Wednesday, June 28, 2006 at 5:00 p.m., the staff is authorized to advertised the  
 
hearing.   
    Vote: 6 yea  
     1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board agreed to close all Smyth County public offices on Monday, July 3, 2006.  In  
 
addition to July 4, 2006 which falls on a Tuesday.    
     
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
 Mr. Joe Ellis appeared to request donation of the old school building on East  
 
Strother Street of Marion.  He hopes to acquire the building for an Appalachian music  
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and art school, to restore the building to its original form and function.  Mr. Ellis has  
 
developed a Board of Directors for the school and has set up a 501 (C) (3), non profit  
 
status, the name is School of Appalachian Music and Art.   
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Dishner, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board agreed to proceed with a public hearing to take public comments on disposal  
 
of the property with the old school building.  The hearing is scheduled for the next  
 
regular meeting on Tuesday, July 11, 2006 at 4:00 p.m., staff is directed to advertise.   
 
    Vote: 6 yea 
     1 absent (Slemp) 
________________ 
Note: Mr. Dishner and Mr. Blevins left at this time.   
________________ 
Note:  Mr. Roberts and Mr. Clark stated they had family members that work for the School Board and 
could vote impartially. 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board, appropriated $8,000,000 to the School Board Operation fund. 
 
   Vote: 4 yea 
    3 absent (Slemp, Blevins, Dishner) 
________________ 
 Ms. Betsy White, Director of the William King Regional Arts Center, updated the  
 
Board on their school programs and what they are doing for the schools in Smyth  
 
County.  Their focus is on elementary school audiences both at the facility in Abingdon  
 
and in the classroom.  Smyth County is very involved in the Van Gough Outreach  
 
Program for second graders, also, the Art Express for third graders.  A new program  
 
being developed for forth graders is called Heritage Express.  She invited the Board to a  
 
special exhibition showcasing the State of Virginia’s art collection.  The State Capital is  
 
currently going through a renovation and southwest Virginia is showcasing the collection  
 
until the renovation is complete.  Ms. Mary Ruth Musick, Director of Education was also  
 
on hand to answer any questions from the Board.            
_________________ 
 Mrs. Carol Doss spoke on behalf of the Litter Control Summit held in April.  She  
 
updated the Board on the successful meeting and encouraged the Board to continue  
 
thinking about hiring a litter coordinator and/or officer.  She also invited the Board to the  
 
next meeting to be held on Thursday, June 22 at Whites Mill in Abingdon.   
 
 Greg Cross, Litter Prevention and Recycling Coordinator for Wise County briefly  
 
spoke on his position and how this program has progressed in Wise County.  He also  
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answered questions from the Board. 
 
 Bobby Justice, Assign A Highway Program Coordinator, explained that program  
 
which utilizes probationers.       
________________ 
 At approximately 4:00 p.m. the Board proceeded with a public hearing to clean  
 
up the language of the Personal Property Tax Relief Act (PPTRA) adopted December  
 
13,  2005.  There were no citizens present to speak, so the chairman closed the  
 
hearing.   
 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Roberts, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the amendments to the Personal Property Tax Relief Act.  The  
 
amendments will clarify the allocation of these fixed amounts of relief on each year  

 
under PPTRA, as it was modified, to qualifying vehicles with assessed values up to   
 
$20,000, after eliminating all tax on qualifying vehicles assess at $1,000 or less.  In the  
 
original adoption, the language may have been confusing to provide equal allocations of  
 
this tax relief, and the proposed amendments are to insure such relief is allocated  
 
equally to all qualifying vehicles with a value between $1,000 and $20,000.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea 
    3 absent (Slemp, Blevins, Dishner) 
________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the accounts payable listing in the amount of $591,240.71. 
 
   Vote: 4 yea 
    3 absent (Slemp, Blevins, Dishner) 
________________    
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Perry, and unanimously  
 
carried, at 4:36 p.m., the Board agreed to enter into closed session as allowed by  
 
the Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A) for (3) disposition and acquisition of property,  
 
(5) report on business prospect, and (7) for pending litigation and legal briefing .   
 
   Vote: 4 yea  

3 absent (Slemp, Blevins, Dishner)    
 

At 4:51 p.m. the Chairman ended the closed session. 
_________________ 

Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Smyth County Board of Supervisors unanimously adopts the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a  

closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in  
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accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a  
 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such closed  
 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of  

 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i)  

 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements  
 
by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification  
 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in  
 
the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered  
 
by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
     
   Vote: 4 yea  

3 absent (Slemp, Blevins, Dishner) 
_______________ 
Old Business 
1. Collection of delinquent taxes (Mr. Whitmore has contacted the attorneys  
 8-10-04). 

 
2. Marevine Slemp, request for water service on Fox Valley Road (5-11-04).  
 
3. Request for tax exempt status for the Smyth County Community Foundation.   

 
4. Courthouse Renovation. 
 
5. Request the Board nominate a Workforce Investment Board Replacement  for 
 Joseph Ellis (7-12-2005). 
 
6. Request the Board vote on the public hearing held Wednesday, November 9, 

2005 on imposing a processing fee not to exceed $25 for any person admitted to 
the County or Regional Jail following conviction (11-9-2005).  

   
7. Geographical Information Systems (GIS) on the Smyth County website  
 (11-9-2005). 
 
8. Request for tax exempt status for the Lincoln Theatre (12-13-2005).   
 
9. Colecrest Drive refunds because of over estimate of project cost (1-10-2006). 
___________________ 
 The Board agreed to remove item #9 from old business. 
___________________ 
10. Re-codifying of the Smyth County Code (1-10-2006). 
 
11. Ordinance Committee recommendation to merge the manufactured home   
 ordinance into the zoning ordinance as proposed in the zoning    
 amendments present to the Board in January 2005 (4-11-2006).   
__________________ 
 The Board briefly discussed removing item #11 from old business, however  
 
decided to leave as is.  
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__________________ 
12. Radio Communications Project (5-9-2006). 
 
13. Smyth County Fire & Rescue Association request for release of $50,000  
 (5-9-2006). 
__________________ 
 The Board requested that the Fire and Rescue Funds Committee meet as soon  
 
as possible to discuss this request.   
__________________ 
 The Board also briefly discussed a request for funds from the Rich Valley Fair  
 
Association.  They are requesting assistance until they receive funds from their funding  
 
source.   
__________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board continued the meeting until Thursday, June 22, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. for a joint  
 
public hearing with the Planning Commission and any other issues that may arise.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea  

3 absent (Slemp, Blevins, Dishner) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
C.C. Clark, Jr.,  Chairman  
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11. Re-codifying of the Smyth County Code (1-10-2006). 
 
12. Ordinance Committee recommendation to merge the manufactured home   
 ordinance into the zoning ordinance as proposed in the zoning    
 amendments present to the Board in January 2005 (4-11-2006).   
 
13. Radio Communications Project (4-11-2006). 
  
 At approximately 5:00 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Perry and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board continued their meeting until Thursday, May 25, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. for a joint  
 
public hearing with the Planning Commission and any other issues that may arise.   
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Virginia: At a continued meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at 
the County Office Building on Thursday, June 22, 2006, at 7:00 P.M. 

 
Board Members Mr. Charlie Clark, Chairman  Mr. Wade Blevins  
Present:  Mr. Harold Slemp   Mr. Marvin Perry 
   Mrs. Darlene Neitch   Mr. Michael Roberts 
   Mr. Todd Dishner 
    
Staff Members Mr. Edwin B. J. Whitmore, III  Mr. Clegg Williams  
Present:  Miss Amber Tilson   Mrs. Sally Morgan    
   Mr. John Tate   Ms. Shirley Spencer    
 
Planning Commission  Mr. Dennis Blevins, Chairman Ms. Amy Tuell 
Members Present:  Mr. Earl McClure   Mr. Graham Davidson 
    Mr. Karl Kalber   Mr. Archie Atwell 
    Mr. Wayne Venable 
 
 At 7:00 p.m. the Chairman of the Board and Chairman of the Planning  
 
Commission called the joint public hearing to order.  There were approximately 36  
 
citizens present.  Mr. Whitmore read the advertisement as placed in the Smyth County  
 
News and Messenger.  He also read the rules and procedure for public hearings.     
 
 Mr. Clegg Williams, Zoning Administrator, summarized the following application  
 
he received from Mr. Worley who recently placed 1396 Buckeye Hollow Road on the  
 
market for sale.  Mr. Worley has a prospective buyer that is interested in remodeling the  
 
structure and opening a group home for neglected and abused boys.  As the property  
 
owner and on behalf of the prospective buyer, Mr. Worley applied for a special use  
 
permit to establish a group home.  The property is zoned Agricultural/Rural (A/R).   

 
Mr. Williams explained that he advertised notice of this public hearing in the  

 
Smyth County News on June 10 & 17. He also sent a letter to the only adjoining  
 
property owner.  Mr. Williams read three letters into record, from Robert and Rebecca  
 
Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Ferguson, and the Smith’s on Harleyville Lane, concerning  
 
this case.  All letters were in opposition to the proposed group home.   
  
 Mr. Williams pointed out the following sections of the ordinance: Section 3-2.2 m)  
 
which allows a group home in the A/R district by issuance of a Special Use Permit,  
 
Article 6 which contains the provisions for Special Use Permits, and 10-33 which  
 
defines a group home. 

 
 Mr. Keith Lowery, the prospective buyer that is interested in remodeling the  
 
structure and opening a group home for neglected and abused boys, spoke on behalf of  
 
Mr. Worley’s application for a special use permit.  Mr. John Graham, attorney for Mr.  
 
Lowery, reviewed the General Standards for a Special Use Permit in Section 6-2.3 of  
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the Zoning Ordinance and said that the application met the standards. The Board and  
 
Commission members addressed questions to Mr. Lowery. 

 
 Comments were made by the following citizens who spoke in opposition to the  
 
group home:   

  Delmar Thompson Jr.   Andria Jamison  
  Janice Angelini    Bob Maloyed  
  Blaine Ward     Pat Ward  
  Margaret Robinson    Ernest Greer  
  Irene Wilson     Chris Clapp  
  James Wilson    Jeanette Rust  
  Suzy Short     Jacki Branson  
  Cindy Martin     Gail Hunt 
  Kathleen Rhea    Scott Farthing  
  Tommy Harris    Jennifer Johnson  
  George Havens    James Jones 
  

 Their concerns were safety, traffic hazards, lack of public water and sewer, crime  
 
rate, property values, and remoteness from law, medical, and rescue services. 
 
 Matt Davis spoke in favor of the application and asked everyone to avoid the “Not  
 
in my backyard” syndrome. 
   
 The Chairmen closed the hearing at approximately 8:20 p.m.    
_________________ 
  The Board reconvened at approximately 8:25 p.m., in the 4th floor Board room  
 
with all Board members present and Ed Whitmore, John Tate, Amber Tilson, Charlie  
 
Atkins, and Scott Simpson present.   
_________________ 
 The Board first discussed a recommendation from the Fire and Rescue Funds  
 
committee that the $50,000 in the current 2005-2006 budget be rolled over into the  
 
2006-2007 budget to make a total of $100,000. The committee would revisit these  
 
requests after the first of the fiscal year to set up criteria for the donation of the funds.   
 
Mr. Carter also stated in his motion that the County Administrator issue a letter to the  
 
association explaining what will happen to the current funds.    
 
 With the committee’s recommendation the Board duly approved the  
 
recommendation.  This issue was referred to the Budget Committee.   
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Perry, Clark, Blevins, Dishner) 
    3 nay (Neitch, Slemp, Roberts)  
_________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Slemp, and unanimously carried, the  
 
Board scheduled a public hearing for the school’s fiscal year 2006-2007 budget for the  
 
next regular Board meeting on Tuesday, July 11, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.  The staff is  
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authorized to advertise the public hearing.   
_________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously  
 
carried, at 9:01 p.m., the Board agreed to enter into closed session as allowed by  
 
the Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A) (7) for pending litigation and legal briefing .   
 
   Vote: 7 yea  

0 nay    
 

At approximately 9:20 p.m. the Chairman ended the closed session. 
_________________ 

Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Perry, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Smyth County Board of Supervisors unanimously adopts the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a  
 
closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in  
 
accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a  

 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such closed  
 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of  

 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i)  

 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements  
 
by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification  
 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in  
 
the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered  
 
by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
     
   Vote: 7 yea  

0 nay 
___________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Slemp, and duly carried, the Board  
 
gave the Courthouse Committee the authority to work on and sign the architect contract  
 
for the courthouse.  This contract covers the following items: 
 
 Total Basic Design $1,180,651  Interior Design Services $74,987 

1. schematic design   1. schematic design 
2. design development   2. design development 
3. construction documents  3. construction documents 
4. bidding    4. bidding 
5. construction administration  5. construction administration  
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   Vote: 6 yea 
    1 nay (Roberts) 
__________________ 
Note:  Michael Roberts stated he was a Town of Marion employee and could vote impartially. 
   
 Upon motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board authorized Mr. Jeff Campbell to respond to the Town of Marion on the  
 
memorandum concerning the sewer meter. 
____________________ 
 At approximately 9:30 p.m., upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr.  
 
Blevins, and unanimously carried, the Board continued the meeting until Wednesday,  
 
June 28, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. for a public hearing on amendments to the 2005-2006  
 
school board budget and any other items that may arise. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
C.C. Clark Jr., Chairman 
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Virginia: At a continued meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at 
the County Office Building on Wednesday, June 28, 2006, at 5:00 P.M. 

 
Board Members Mr. Charlie Clark, Chairman  Mr. Todd Dishner 
Present:  Mr. Harold Slemp   Mrs. Darlene Neitch   
   Mr. Michael Roberts    
   Mr. Wade Blevins (arrived at approximately 5:10pm)  
 
Board Members 
Absent:  Mr. Marvin Perry 
    
Staff Members Mr. Edwin B. J. Whitmore, III  Mr. Charlie Atkins  
Present:  Miss Amber Tilson   Mr. John Tate   
    
 The Board began with a public hearing to amend to 2005-2006 school Board  
 
budget.  Mr. Whitmore read the advertisement as published in the Smyth County News.   
 
Since there were no citizen’s present to speak the reading of the rules was forgone.   
 
The hearing was then closed.  Mr. Atkins explained that the amendments were to bring  
 
the budget up to date for unexpected revenue.   
 
Note:  Mr. Roberts and Mr. Clark stated they had family members that work for the School Board and 
could vote impartially. 
  
 Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mrs. Neitch, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the School Board 2005-2006 budget amendments in the amount of  
 
$472,915, Operations Budget and $779, Debt & Capitol Outlay Fund.   
 
   Vote: 5 yea 
    2 absent (Blevins, Perry) 
______________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the legal services agreement for fiscal year 2006-2007 as  
 
presented.  Both Mr. Dishner and Mr. Slemp thanked Mr. Tate for his time and  
 
dedication to Smyth County.   
 
 Gwyn & Tate  $1,200/month retainer and $105/hour there after 
 
 Campbell & Doyle $85/hour 
    
   Vote: 5 yea 
    2 absent (Blevins, Perry) 
______________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Dishner, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the accounts payable listing in the amount of $331,077.96. 
 
   Vote: 5 yea 
    2 absent (Perry, Blevins) 
______________________ 
 Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Roberts, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board approved the General County appropriation in the amount of $150,000.   
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   Vote: 5 yea 

2  absent (Perry, Blevins) 
______________________ 
Note:  Mr. Blevins arrived at this time.   
______________________ 
 The Board scheduled a Courthouse Committee meeting for Wednesday, July 5,  
 
2006 at 4:00 p.m. 
______________________ 
    Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board scheduled a work session to review the proposed 2006-2007 general county  
 
budget, Thursday, July 6, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
   Vote: 6 yea 
    1 absent (Perry) 
_______________________ 
 Mr. Tate briefly discussed the advertisement to be run in the paper for the public  
 
hearing on the old school.  Mr. Whitmore was asked to notify both known interested  
 
parties and ask that they present their 501 (C) (3) status at the hearing which will be  
 
held on Tuesday, July 11, 2006 at 4:00 p.m.     
_______________________ 
 At approximately 5:30 p.m., upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Blevins,  
 
and unanimously carried, the Board continued the meeting until Thursday, July 6, 2006  
 
at 4:00 p.m. for the budget work session and any other issues that may arise.   
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
C.C. Clark, Jr., Chairman 
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Virginia: At a continued meeting of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors held at 
the County Office Building on Thursday, July 6, 2006, at 4:00 P.M. 

 
Board Members Mr. Charlie Clark, Chairman  Mr. Wade Blevins 
Present:  Mrs. Darlene Neitch   Mr. Marvin Perry 
   Mr. Harold Slemp     
   NOTE:  Mr. Perry let at 5:45 p.m. and Mr. Slemp left at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Board Members 
Absent:  Mr. Todd Dishner    Mr. Michael Roberts 
    
Staff Members Mr. Edwin B. J. Whitmore, III  Mr. Charlie Atkins  
Present:  Miss Amber Tilson   Mr. John Tate   
   Mr. Mike Carter 
 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Slemp, and duly carried, the Board  
 
appropriated $50,000 for Social Services (July 1-11, 2006).   
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Neitch, Slemp, Clark, Blevins) 

1 nay (Perry) 
2 absent (Dishner, Roberts) 

__________________ 
 Mr. Whitmore clarified a couple questions the Courthouse Committee had on  
 
the contract with Mosley Architects for the courthouse renovation/expansion.  Security  
 
will be included in the renovation and will be added to paragraph 2.1.  Also, interior  
 
design includes everything.  With those questions answered, the committee agreed on  
 
the agreement.  With the committee’s recommendation, the Board unanimously  
 
approved the signing of the contract.  
 
   Vote: 5 yea (Neitch, Clark, Slemp, Blevins, Perry) 
    2 absent (Dishner, Roberts)  
__________________ 
 The Board also unanimously approved the recommendation from the courthouse  
 
committee that the boundary survey and the soil borings proceed in order for the  
 
courthouse renovation/expansion to begin.          
 
   Vote: 5 yea (Neitch, Clark, Slemp, Blevins, Perry) 
    2 absent (Dishner, Roberts)  
____________________ 
 Finally, the Board began the work session to review the proposed 2006-2007  
 
general county budget.  The following changes were made: 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Slemp, seconded by Mr. Blevins, and unanimously carried,  
 
$3,000 was added to the drug testing line item under the Sheriff. 
 
   Vote: 5 yea (Neitch, Clark, Slemp, Blevins, Perry) 
    2 absent (Dishner, Roberts)  
 
 The Smyth County Basic 911, Specific Use line was reduced from $2,000,000 to  
 
$1,500,000.   
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 Animal Control-Dog Warden, Waste Treatment/Disposal line was increased from  
 
$5,000 to $15,000.   
 
Note: Mr. Perry left at this time.   
 
 Upon motion of Mrs. Neitch, seconded by Mr. Slemp, and unanimously carried,  
 
the Board agreed to remove $10,424 from Community College, Virginia Highlands  
 
Community College line.  Staff is instructed to inform VHCC that the County will not be  
 
paying the $10,424 that they insist the County owes.      
 
   Vote: 4 yea (Neitch, Clark, Slemp, Blevins) 
    3 absent (Dishner, Roberts. Perry)  
 
Note: Mr. Slemp left at this time. 
 
 Other line items were briefly discussed such as the Chamber of Commerce,  
 
Library, Industrial Site Acquisition & development, CSA, and Water/Sewer Expense.  No  
 
actions were taken since a quorum was no longer present.   
 
 Mr. Clark thanked Mr. Atkins and Mr. Carter for their work on the budget. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
C.C. Clark, Jr., Chairman 
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