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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a special called joint meeting with the Marion 
Town Council at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, February 7, 2013.  The location of the meeting was 
in the First Floor Board Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, 
Marion, Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H Blevins, Jr.; 

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K Blevins; North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. 
Howard Burton; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D Call; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H Davidson (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Economic Development 
Director Sally Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; 
Sheriff R. David Bradley, Deputy Sheriff Mike Hounshell; 
Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (7) 

TOWN OF MARION: Council Members: Jim Barker, Larry Carter, Suzy Jennings, 
Jim Owens, Tricia Spencer, Bill Weaver, Vice-Mayor James 
Gates; Mayor David Helms; Town Manager John Clark; 
Community and Economic Development Director Ken Heath; 
Assistant Town Manager/Town Engineer Cecil Hicks 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News; 
approximately 15 citizens 

 
5:29:36 PM Chairman Blevins called the Board of Supervisors meeting order.  He welcomed 
everyone in attendance.  
5:29:45 PM The Marion Town Council reconvened their continued meeting. 
5:29:54 PM Chairman Blevins opened the floor for discussion concerning the Town’s 
opposition to House Bill 1667. 
5:30:04 PM Mayor Helms expressed appreciation for the opportunity to speak.  He stated 
that communication seems to be a problem between the Town and County.  He felt like 
there was an arrangement in place for the two parties to work together on development at 
exit 47 and then he read the Smyth County News and everything fell apart.  He is aware 
there are different Councils and Boards in place now, but he is amazed at all that has taken 
place recently and the Town has not been shown the courtesy of even a phone call.  He 
stated the same thing happened with this joint meeting because he was not aware of it until 
he read about it in the paper.  The Town is not being shown the respect that it should be.  
We are not living in New York City; the Mayor, the Town Manager and the County 
Administrator are in their offices every day. We need and want to work together, as was 
proven with the CDA started back in 2008, but that got pushed off to the side.  The Mayor 
read a story emphasizing the importance teamwork and stated that he feels the Town has 
been eliminated as part of the team. 
5:33:24 PM Jim Gates stated he has given a lot of thought to the situation.  He sees the 
County’s position.  Some of the Board members are new and faced with financing a school 
and a courthouse.  Those who live in the Town are also citizens of the County and 
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development is a concern for all citizens.  Citizens are concerned that Smyth County does 
not have interstate development like other counties.  If a chain restaurant could make 
money at an interstate exit they would be in talks to develop the property.  From his 
standpoint, he does not know if there is a restaurant already in mind and that’s why the 
House bill was proposed on behalf of the County.  The CDA board discussed a project at exit 
47 that would have been between an $8-$10 million dollar infrastructure, including all 
necessary road improvements leading to the border of the property.  Both Wal-Mart and 
Lowes were committed at that time to the project along with two or three retail shops and 
one restaurant in the beginning.  The restaurant could expect to do $2 million dollars per 
year in business.  The tax base would create $540,000 dollars a year in revenue for the 
County and $480,000 dollars a year for the Town.  At that time of proposed development, 
the loan amount was $11 million dollars.  The project wasn’t a big revenue money-maker to 
begin with but future growth was possible.  Based on comparable numbers from sales in 
Wythe County, there wouldn’t have been that much revenue leftover to split.  There is $40-
50 million dollars a year in purchases leaving Smyth County.  Everything fell through when 
the economy tanked.  Everyone needs to realize that a building in Town pays the same 
County machinery and tools, personal property and real estate taxes as a building located 
in the County.  The County doesn’t lose anything by something being located in the Town.  
Liquor by the drink is a wonderful source of revenue and it lets you offer that as a service 
to citizens.  It is an attraction for a restaurant and a necessity unless you have a meals tax.  
A $1.5 million dollar building would generate $10,000 dollars a year in revenue, but by 
doing an infrastructure upgrade to attract that business (road work, etc.) it wouldn’t be a 
money maker.  He wonders what’s going on and if someone has signed up to locate at one 
of the exits.  The town has an instant meals tax and on $2 million dollars in yearly sales that 
would equal $140,000 dollars.  The County may get a meals tax through referendum, but 
they don’t have to split a meals tax with somebody.  Everything can be worked out, but it 
gets to be sticky if an arrangement is not worked out and then somebody comes back later 
wanting to work together it leaves a sour taste.  The meals tax was defeated years ago and 
caused a lot of criticism.  The County has no responsibility to tell him what’s going on, but 
he would like to know as a Council member and as a citizen.  Saltville District Supervisor 
Roscoe D. Call questioned that because the Town did not know what was going on they 
automatically took the opposite side?  He also questioned why the Town is saying the 
Board is going against the will of the people to get mixed drinks in the County?  Mayor 
Helms and Councilmen Carter and Gates stated it was through referendum and vote that 
mixed drinks were approved within the Town limits.  Supervisor Call stated this proposal is 
not meant to knock anybody out of anything; we should all try and get business in here no 
matter what.  The County and Town should be working together to get development here 
now.  If we can create one job it will be worth it.  Supervisor Call has spoken with people 
throughout the Towns of Marion, Chilhowie and Saltville in addition to people in the 
County and has found no opposition against the mixed beverage proposal and then he gets 
a letter from the Town saying they are against it.  “That is a case of do as I say and not as I 
do.”  
5:48:02 PM Suzy Jennings thanked the Board for having the Town here and feels it’s a good 
forum to talk.  She has sat on both the Board and the Council and believes that what’s good 
for one is good for the other.  The thing that bothers her is the perception by the citizens of 
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the Town that the Board and Council can’t work together.  Communication is the way to do 
it and tonight is a good start for each side to know how the other feels.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to help this County and we need to work together to figure that out. 
5:49:17 PM Supervisor Call stated that he sits on the Mount Rogers Planning District 
Commission Board and has talked with representatives from the City of Bristol about the 
growth at Exit 7.  The response he got from them was getting one thing started, no matter 
how big or small, opens the flood doors for others to come.  “We have got to get something 
going now.”  Saltville is going away so fast it’s pitiful.  Development along exits 47 or 39 
could help save Saltville, too.  He is tired of kids leaving here and going other places to work 
and come back to nothing.  The letter he received from the Town has a lot of good points 
and a lot to talk about, but we need to concentrate on what’s at hand and hash out the other 
later.  Everyone wants the same thing, but they are pulling at different strings. 
5:52:01 PM Mayor Helms expressed concern for the Town if there are plans by the County 
to pull a big box store into exit 47.  If that were Wal-Mart, it would leave a tremendous hole 
in the budget for the Town because of lost taxes.  The Mayor was surprised when the 
County pulled away to do it on their own when it had been a joint effort in the past. 
5:53:37 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated the Board of Supervisors is 
determined to provide economic development and the County and Towns have to work 
together.  This is not trying to pull away but looking for development opportunities within 
the County.  Why concentrate on one development area when you can develop more for the 
citizens?  The County is not looking to take anything away from Marion, but looking to 
work jointly with Marion and other Towns to do things.  We need to bring jobs (retail, 
factory, etc.) in because that’s the biggest concern.  We want to keep people here and it’s up 
to all of us to make sure our kids have job opportunities by putting our heads together. 
5:55:50 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson thinks the Board has been 
trying to think outside the box to benefit the community.  They are trying to bring 
industries in to look at empty buildings, but when the prospects look around they see 
there’s nothing to market.  There are small businesses and downtown quaint shops we love 
to frequent and when downtown grows that shows you have a positive community, but 
what else do we have?  The County became aware this mixed beverage bill could be 
introduced allowing for growth along the interstates.  This is the fastest area for growth 
and, for those who lost their jobs, they don’t want to wait.  Exit 47 has been on the table 
since 2008 which is four years of waiting for somebody who has lost a job.  She didn’t see 
introduction of this proposed legislation as stepping over any boundaries.  As a Board you 
think of a team as everyone, Towns and outlying Counties included. Development of areas 
off interstate would enhance business downtown and not deter from it.  Tourism in the 
County has increased over the years.  The whole picture of downtown shops and interstate 
development would mesh together and she thinks it’s the best way to grow as a 
community.  If the County doesn’t grow, Towns don’t grow. 
5:59:08 PM Councilman Bill Weaver wants to support the idea, but the Town didn’t know 
what was going on.  You don’t pollute waters when putting in industries and, since the 
Town doesn’t know what project County may be working on, what is the spillage going to 
be?  Will this cause us to lose Wal-Mart or future business with things moving out of the 
Town?  How will this affect Marion if we do this?  You have to look at the big picture and it 
looked to us like it would hurt the Town’s development and our future by what the County 
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is proposing to do along the interstate.  During a closed meeting somebody should have 
communicated to the Town what was going on before it happened to determine the 
implications for Marion.  What is the impact going to be on Marion’s development and 
future?  He is concerned with Smyth County, too, but part of the reaction is not knowing 
what this is going to cause.  The Town should have been part of trying to work on interstate 
development as well.  We want people to stay in the area and want more job opportunities.  
Why have things got us to where we are today?  The Town worked with the County on the 
courthouse and the parking garage and has tried to work together on previous projects.  It 
does take all working together to get things accomplished. 
6:02:43 PM Councilwoman Jennings asked if there could be a committee formed between 
the Board and Council to meet and figure out how to work together so information is 
shared and then taken back to the respective groups.  Mrs. Clayton said procedurally that is 
possible.  Supervisor Davidson said there had been talk about doing it before, but there was 
question whether it could be done from a legal standpoint.  There has also been discussion 
about holding an economic forum to discuss business growth in Smyth County.   
6:04:41 PM Mayor Helms questioned why Atkins exit 50 was not included since there are 
thriving businesses already there.  Mrs. Clayton answered one reason this came as a 
surprise was because the County was able to find a sponsor in Delegate Crockett-Stark and 
there was a deadline for the bill to be submitted.  It was very quick but calls were placed to 
the Town.  There was no intention to make anyone feel left out, but an urgency to spur 
economic development.  The bill could have been amended to change the boundary lines, 
but once there was opposition the County could not push any amendments.  These types of 
bills are typically for one exit.  The CDA is in place by a resolution passed by both bodies 
which allows us to move forward and that’s why 50 and 54 weren’t included.  Montgomery 
and Wythe Counties along with the Towns of Damascus and Glade Spring have submitted 
similar legislation and if our bill doesn’t go through because of opposition then we’re that 
much further behind. 
6:07:56 PM Mayor Helms noted he has spoken with representatives from Wythe County 
and they did meet with the Wytheville Town Council before they pursued the legislation.  If 
the Town of Marion was contacted by the County, he would like to know who the contact 
was made with. 
6:08:20 PM Supervisor Davidson asked if the bill does get passed how easy would it be to 
add another exit?  Mrs. Clayton answered it could be added next year because it’s too late 
for an amendment. 
6:09:01 PM Mark Prater, citizen, spoke up and questioned why exit 50 was not included.  
Mrs. Clayton said it was not typical to include every exit and the County was trying to be 
cautious.  Mr. Prater stated that was discrimination against exits 50 and 54.  He noted there 
is an airport and a winery at exit 54.  Mrs. Clayton answered that it was not discrimination; 
the County was looking at higher acreage areas.  She said if 10% of registered voters in 
each district sign a petition and file it with the Circuit Court it could go on the ballot and, if 
passed, would allow for mixed beverages in the entire district.   
6:13:35 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner stated this is the first 
effort to get something done and it got met with opposition and that’s why he asked to 
meet together.  He sees it as a whole with Counties and Towns together.  When developing 
exit 47, the County was unable to supply liquor by the drink so there couldn’t have been a 
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restaurant or hotel on the site.  The Town of Marion said we’ve got that and can annex and 
split revenues.  Then, the economy died but the CDA is still alive.  He hears everybody 
saying we want to work together but this opposition could cause the bill to die.  If it was 
put on referendum now it would probably pass.  He doesn’t mean to be disrespectful, but as 
long as there was involvement with the Town it was fine but when the County tried to put 
legs under it that’s where the opposition came in.  Vice-Chair Dishner questioned whether 
there was unanimous opposition to the bill among the Town Council.  This will help 
develop Marion and it’s a win-win for everybody.  Our intention was not to pull from the 
Town and, no, there is nobody in particular in mind right now for development at the exit.  
The County would feel bad if the Town lost Wal-Mart, but it would be worse if the potential 
was lost from a development at the exit.  Vice-Chair Dishner reiterated that he was 
surprised to see opposition from the Town. 
6:17:03 PM Mayor Helms asked if it does go through will the County and Town still work 
together for exit 47.  If Marion is left out of exit 47 development it’s going to kill the Town.  
Vice-Chair Dishner stated he understands budget responsibilities and the County has some 
enormous things going on right now, but the County is not trying to pull meals tax from the 
Town of Marion. 
6:18:23 PM Vice-Mayor Gates again stated the County still gets revenue from business 
located in the Town.  The only difference is the meals tax.  Vice-Chair Dishner stated this is 
the very first step, a starting point, and the County got hit with opposition.  The Town of 
Marion is doing really well with people opening up downtown businesses.  It’s not a battle; 
the County is stepping out and trying to get a start on economic growth.  Vice-Mayor Gates 
stated he was floored by the County going out on their own with this legislation.  Why not 
do this together and get the same revenue and share it?  Why does the County not want to 
share it? 
6:20:58 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins said all he hears is “Marion, 
Marion, Marion”.  He understands the concerns, but the County has to take into account 
every community in Smyth County.  The County is trying to get all their ducks in a row and 
get the County and Towns built up.  Amendments can be made and other exits included 
going forward, but you have to start one at a time. 
6:23:50 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated he would happy to be on a 
committee to work with the Town if the County so chooses.  Every time we do something 
we have to look at the whole area and not just one area.  This Board can’t do it all and the 
Town can’t do it all; it takes everybody. 
6:24:55 PM Councilman Weaver appreciates being more enlightened and stated he  learns 
more about the political process each time he travels to Richmond.  He can see what the 
County was trying to do and the things that could impede the process, but he wishes the 
Town would have known ahead of time. 
6:25:38 PM Chairman Blevins opened discussion about the boundary line adjustment 
request.  Mayor Helms stated the group met back in October and wonders where it stands 
now. 
6:26:05 PM Supervisor Call stated he was in the meeting and there was an issue about 
swapping a spring in Atkins for the boundary line adjustment that came out of that meeting 
and then it died away.  Town Manager John Clark stated a counter letter was sent to the 
County. 
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6:26:40 PM County Administrator Carter said a contract or memorandum of understanding 
was received that identified a cost for use of the spring.  There appears to be a 
misunderstanding of what took place and what came out of the committee.  Mrs. Clayton 
reviewed the contract and, at this point, the Board has chosen not to pursue that contract 
as written.  Councilman Weaver asked if it could be amended to get an agreement between 
the two parties.  Supervisor Call stated it was agreed to swap one for the other, the spring 
and a right of way acre for the boundary adjustment.  There was nothing about a purchase 
or cost for use of the spring.  Everyone seemed to be happy because it’s useless to the Town 
or County.  It’s not drinkable and was going to be used for industry only.  It was a token of 
good faith by not giving something away for free.  Now, everything changed and we don’t 
know why.  County Administrator Carter has a memorandum of understanding. in writing 
between the two localities identifying the source and the percentage of use for the cost and 
the cost per usage.  He doesn’t know if this document was devised by the Council, but he 
can provide them with a copy. 
6:29:54 PM Scott Simpson stated he sat in the meeting between the Board and Council 
members and talked about the spring on Rocky Hollow that the Town owns and does not 
use now.  The committee thought the comments were if the County can use it for industry 
then we’ll give you the water and you can send it to an industry.  Then the County get a 
m.o.u. from the Town that’s got a seven year term and x number of dollars for the capacity 
of the spring.  That is completely different conditions than what was discussed after Dr. 
Gates said we’ll give you the thing as long as it’s not for residential use.  The County thought 
we would get to use the water from the spring at no cost and partner with the Town to sell 
the raw water to the industry with a revenue stream.  It was a huge dollar figure to sell the 
County water out of the spring so the committee and others decided to leave it alone. 
6:31:48 PM Supervisor Davidson asked about the figure for the loss of income tax revenue 
to the County since the Town owns the County Club.  It was reported that amount is around 
$26,000 dollars per year. 
6:32:16 PM Mayor Helms noted the m.o.u. concerning the use of the spring went before the 
Town Council and it was sent to the County expecting a counter. 
6:32:36 PM Supervisor Call stated the committee was under the impression it was just an 
even swap with no cost involved. 
6:33:48 PM Supervisor Davidson asked if the boundary line issue could be re-explored. 
6:34:03 PM Supervisor Ron C. Blevins thought there was an agreement in place when the 
committee came out, but the committee is willing to sit down and discuss it again. 
6:34:28 PM Vice-Chair Dishner noted it is not up to the County to do the boundary line 
adjustment and the Town can petition the courts to have the annexation done.  Vice-Mayor 
Gates stated that process would be very costly to the Town.  Supervisor Ron C. Blevins said 
it would be cheaper to trade the spring than to go through all that. 
6:34:59 PM Councilman Larry Carter thinks there is a need to act with utmost haste on this 
issue.  Let’s get together and iron things out. 
6:35:20 PM Mayor Helms stated he did not want Town Manager John Clark taking the 
blame because he signed the letter concerning the spring; the Town Council approved it. 
6:35:42 PM Councilman Larry Carter doesn’t want to give the message of not working in 
harmony and unity. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:26:40&quot;?Data=&quot;12d28d98&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:29:54&quot;?Data=&quot;a7e792e7&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:31:48&quot;?Data=&quot;ae1ff261&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:32:16&quot;?Data=&quot;f53aafe2&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:32:36&quot;?Data=&quot;b8f20ee9&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:33:48&quot;?Data=&quot;aaea225c&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:34:03&quot;?Data=&quot;04a6fc32&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:34:28&quot;?Data=&quot;9e6fda38&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:34:59&quot;?Data=&quot;3bd68de5&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:35:20&quot;?Data=&quot;b41999e9&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:35:42&quot;?Data=&quot;c849b27f&quot;


Board of Supervisors/Marion Town Council Joint Meeting Minutes 
February 7, 2013 

 

7 
 

6:35:59 PM Supervisor Davidson asked if the same boundary group could meet soon and 
get on the Board agenda.  Due to time constraints, it can’t be on the February agenda, but 
the group can meet prior to the March Board of Supervisors meeting.  Mayor Helms would 
like to get the issue resolved before Town Manager John Clark’s retirement in April.  A 
meeting date will be scheduled for the boundary adjustment group. 
6:37:01 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to adjourn the Board 
of Supervisors portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
6:37:14 PM The Marion Town Council adjourned their meeting. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor 
Board Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, 
Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner; North Fork District Supervisor Ron C 
Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D Call; Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Regina H Davidson (arrived at 5:00 
p.m.) (6) 

ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K Blevins (left 
meeting at 4:22 p.m.) (1) 

STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 
Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Christy Bise (7) 

 
4:08:00 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:08:02 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins, seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to enter into 
closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 Industrial/Business 
Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has 
been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or expanding its 
facilities in the community, and A.7 Legal – consultation with legal counsel and 
briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 
where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
4:22:19 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to go out of 
closed session.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
5:00:00 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
5:00:09 PM Sandy Elswick, Registrar, gave the invocation. 
5:00:44 PM Sally Morgan, Economic Development Director, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
5:01:04 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to adopt the 
agenda and additional agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins.  
5:01:25 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to approve 
the minutes of the January 8 and January 24, 2013 meetings.  Vice Chair, Park 
District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:01:54 PM  It was moved by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to return to open session 
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and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:02:17 PM Finance Status – Mr. Charlie Atkins informed the Board, per the report 
from the Treasurer’s Office, there were sufficient funds in the bank for the requested 
appropriations. 
5:02:53 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $5,675,000.00 for the 
General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations 
approved:     
 General County $1,640,000.00  
  
 Social Services   
  (Feb. 13 – 28, 2013) $275,000.00  
  (Mar. 1 – 12, 2013) $60,000.00 
   
 Schools – Operating Fund $3,700,000.00 
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  Total General Fund $5,675,000.00 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:03:39 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $40,000.00 for the School 
Debt and Capital Outlay appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:03:46 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $1,000,000.00 for the 
School Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:04:02 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $436.52 for the Animal 
Damage Fund. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:04:19 PM It was moved by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $104,004.70 for 
the IDA Fund 4. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:04:41 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $53,352.56 for the 
Courthouse Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:05:06 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $28,998.71 for the 
Pioneer/Fox Valley Water Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:05:25 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $13,365.38 for the Lick 
Skillet Housing Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:05:43 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $16,001.29 for 
the Cedars/Hall Addition Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:06:01 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $998,444.10 for 
the Accounts Payable listing. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:06:43 PM Sally Morgan presented information on an application completed by the 
Town of Marion to apply for designation as an “Appalachian Trail Community”.  Ken 
Heath, Economic Development Director for the Town of Marion, asked Mrs. Morgan 
if the County would be interested in completing the application jointly.  The 
application deadline is March 1, 2013 and a resolution of support for consideration 
by the Board is included in the information packet.  The Marion Town Council will 
consider the resolution of support at their meeting next week.  There are some 
criteria that have to be met in order receive designation, but there is no monetary 
commitment associated with being a Trail Community.  The Town of Marion is 
planning to tie their annual Memorial Day event in with tourism promotion of the 
Trail.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve 
the resolution and apply jointly with the Town of Marion for designation as an 
“Appalachian Trail Community”.  The motion was seconded by Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
Application for Designation as an Appalachian Trail Community 

SMYTH COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy is to “preserve and manage the 
Appalachian Trail, ensuring that its vast natural beauty and priceless cultural heritage can be 
shared and enjoyed today, tomorrow, and for centuries to come”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy annually accepts applications from 
communities along the Trail for consideration for inclusion in their “Appalachian Trail 
Community Program”; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Smyth County contains 78 miles of the Appalachian Trail and includes the Town 
of Marion which is just six miles from the Partnership Shelter at the US Forest Service Welcome 
Center near Sugar Grove; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Marion has formed an Advisory Committee of stakeholders interested 
in working to grow our stewardship and our economic base with the AT and has included 
representatives of Smyth County government on the committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, Smyth County, VA recognizes the value of asset-based economic development, and 
desires to join the other designated communities along the 2,180 miles of the Appalachian Trail.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, this 12th day of February, 2013, the Board of 
Supervisors of Smyth County in regular session approved joining with the Two of Marion to 
submit the application for the Smyth County and Marion to be considered as an Appalachian 
Trail Community.   
 
SIGNED:     ATTEST: 
___________________________  ______________________________ 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:06:43&quot;?Data=&quot;ee649d35&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

8 
 

Wade Blevins, Chairman   Michael Carter, Clerk 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:11:04 PM Chairman Blevins reported that Animal Control Committee met earlier 
this evening to consider animal damage claims for animals slaughtered by dogs.   
5:11:34 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $1,000.00 to Richard Hamm for 6 sheep.  The committee 
recommendation was unanimously approved. 
5:12:07 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $400.00 to Richard Hamm for 2 sheep.  The committee recommendation 
was unanimously approved. 
5:12:23 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $400.00 to Tim Sheets for 1 Holstein heifer.  The committee 
recommendation was unanimously approved. 
5:12:42 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $98.70 to Lee Buchanan for 1 ewe.  The committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved. 
5:12:57 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $400.00 to Robert Roop for 1 calf.  The committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved. 
5:13:11 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $600.00 to David Salks for 4 sheep.  The committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved. 
5:13:27 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $1,100.00 to Wade Kestner for 15 sheep.  The committee 
recommendation was unanimously approved.   
5:13:45 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked how it was 
determined these animals were killed by dogs.  Chairman Blevins explained that 
Animal Control investigates and uses certain criteria to make the determination.  
Supervisor Davidson also questioned whether these kills took place in areas close 
together and was informed they did not.  
5:14:40 PM It was noted the animal damage claims total $3,998.70.  Vice Chair, Park 
District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner reported the reimbursement amounts are 
based on market value determined by the Extension Office.  Mr. Carter noted the 
animal control fund has a current balance of $63,241 so the claims are well under 
that amount.  Supervisor Dishner noted that two claims dated back to April 2011 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:11:04&quot;?Data=&quot;915bb08c&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:11:04&quot;?Data=&quot;915bb08c&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:12:07&quot;?Data=&quot;68d9a461&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:12:23&quot;?Data=&quot;aa73923d&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:12:42&quot;?Data=&quot;c4961645&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:12:57&quot;?Data=&quot;381435d2&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:13:11&quot;?Data=&quot;692c4326&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:13:27&quot;?Data=&quot;cad36e54&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:13:27&quot;?Data=&quot;cad36e54&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:14:40&quot;?Data=&quot;6381ae89&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

9 
 

and, per Chairman Blevins, speed was addressed during the committee meeting and 
these items are not to be carried over in the future. 
5:15:48 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
5:16:21 PM Kristen Untiedt-Barnett, Executive Director of the Smyth County 
Chamber of Commerce, recognized the participants of the L.E.A.D. (Leadership 
Enrichment and Development) program in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  It has 
been 15 years since the Chamber had a leadership program and one of the 
Chamber’s goals in 2012 was to bring the program back.  It is an 8 month program 
with 10 participants who have been involved since September and will graduate in 
April.  The Chamber is excited to have the program up and running and has seen a 
lot of success from the participants.  They are looking to offer the program again 
during 2013-2014.  Ms. Untiedt-Barnett noted the Opportunity Fair previously 
scheduled for February 1 that was cancelled due to weather has been rescheduled 
for February 15 from Noon until 5:00 p.m.  The event is open to the public and will 
include over 40 exhibitors. 
5:19:42 PM Earl McClure, Chilhowie, spoke concerning the joint meeting between 
the Board of Supervisor and the Marion Town Council last week.  He noted there 
was mention of the need to establish a committee to look over issues such as the 
liquor by the drink legislation, but Mr. McClure said there was already have a 
committee in place called the Planning Commission.  Mr. McClure stated he was 
kicked off Planning Commission ten years ago because he tried to get all Planning 
Commissions to meet and create a comprehensive plan together.  The County has 
had no approved comprehensive plan since 2005 and a lot of things can’t be done 
because there isn’t one in place.  The Planning Commission has 60 days to correct 
and resubmit the plan to the Board.  Without a comprehensive plan things such as a 
power generation facility or a school can’t even be authorized.  The Planning 
Commission needs to sit down with others and come up with a comprehensive plan 
representing the vision of Smyth County.  Mr. McClure stated that Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Simpson’s hands are tied because the Commission members were appointed by the 
Board and it would be to the advantage of the County to give Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Simpson veto power.  The comprehensive plan is important and shouldn’t be taken 
lightly.  He cited Virginia Code sections 15.2-2227 and 15.2-2232 as the laws that 
govern this activity. 
5:24:42 PM Charles Wassum, Marion, stated as of October 31, 2010, the Treasurer of 
Smyth County showed $68.6 million dollars worth of debt for the County.  Auditors 
Brown Edwards indicated that interest this year alone on that amount is $2 million 
dollars.  Once the $68.6 million dollar debt is paid off, that amounts to $22 million 
dollars, or more, just in interest.  That money could have been used for new 
business, expanding, infrastructure, etc. but this money is being taken from property 
owners, some of which may not have a job, the poor, elderly and disabled.  This 
money is going out of County, State, and even the country.  Smyth County property 
taxes are 74 cents per 100, the highest rate west of Blacksburg.  This tax does not 
attract business or families to the area.  Smyth County is not in a position to spend 
more money or give it away.  There needs to be significant cuts in spending which 
should be applied to reduce the debt.  Cutting spending and applying the savings to 
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reduce the debt and cutting taxes is a better way to create jobs, just as states across 
the county are doing. 
5:27:41 PM Herbert Johnson, Rural Retreat, Commander of VFW post 4667 requests 
flag and cross placement at the Courthouse on May 22nd with removal May 30th.  
There are approximately 700 white crosses and flags to put up.  There has also been 
discussion in the past about placing a missing man chair memorial for POWs/MIAs 
on the courthouse lawn at no expense to the County.  Rolling Thunder would like to 
place it before Memorial Day.  Mr. Johnson also asked for reconsideration of the 
$1,500 funding request to support the Memorial Day program in Marion. 
5:29:46 PM Anthony Glavocich, Marion, asked the County to consider donation of 
any vacant land for use by a local flying club.  Other Counties in Virginia and North 
Carolina have done so and it would cost the County nothing.  This activity is 
sponsored by the AMA (Academy of Model Aeronautics) and there is $2.5 million 
dollar liability insurance coverage and each member of the AMA will have $2.5 
million dollars worth of coverage for a total of $5 million dollars.  There needs to be 
a safe, controlled place to fly and it would be a great benefit to the County.  Any 
section of land donated would be maintained by the club (mowing and trash pick-
up) at no cost to the County.  The representatives present asked for consideration to 
try it for one summer to see how it goes.  They club currently has six members and 
without a site it will be difficult to attract new members.  The group can apply for 
non-profit organization status once they have more members.  Chairman Blevins 
suggested the group speak with Mrs. Morgan about getting on the agenda for the 
next SWIFA meeting on March 14th as that board has representatives from Smyth 
and Washington Counties.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner 
stated he has talked to the group on several occasions and the liability insurance 
coverage had been an issue in the past but there is coverage now. 
5:38:40 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s 
time. 
5:38:45 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked Mr. Johnson 
whether the POW/MIA structure proposed at the courthouse would be a permanent 
structure.  Mr. Johnson answered yes, it would be a 6 x 6 permanent structure. 
5:39:06 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Bo Surber, general manager of Superior 
Carriers. 
5:39:51 PM Mr. Surber informed the Board he began working with Superior Carriers 
when it was Lemmon Transport back in 1984.  He has held various jobs with the 
company including tank washer, shop foreman and dispatcher.  Bill Lemmon started 
the company back in 1952.  Superior is the 3rd largest tank outfit in United States 
now.  Lemmon/Superior hauled jet fuel for the space shuttles, but now eight trailers 
are parked because the program has been discontinued and the trailers were 
specially designed for that purpose only.  Superior Carriers looks at providing 
advancement opportunities for their employees and promoting from within.  They 
are a good company and have respect for their employee’s service to the community 
by supporting such programs such as the volunteer fire department. 
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5:45:49 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked if someone 
could explain to the L.E.A.D. group why the Board doesn’t vote on issues during 
citizen’s time. 
5:46:13 PM Mr. Carter explained that citizen’s time is designated for voicing 
concerns, suggestions, comments, compliments by the citizens of the County.  It is an 
opportunity for Board to listen and it doesn’t go unheard.  The information is 
recorded and put in minute form and looked at for further review by committees or 
as reference material.  It is an opportunity for a voice of the people to express 
thoughts and opinions.  There is not a lot of back and forth interaction from the 
Board, but they listen and the items will come up again as we move forward. 
5:47:44 PM Saltville Fire Department submitted a resolution for consideration by 
the Board to be recognized as a first responder.  Representatives from the Fire 
Department came to the meeting last month and were instructed to provide certain 
documentation in order to be considered for approval.  Mr. Carter noted that most of 
the information had been provided with the exception of an emergency response 
vehicle listing.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked if the 
resolution could be approved pending receipt of the emergency response vehicle 
listing and Mr. Carter stated that it could.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
made a motion to approve the resolution in support of recognizing Saltville Fire 
Department as first responders pending receipt of the emergency response vehicle 
listing.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:54:16 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information on an extension and amendment of 
agreement with Appalachian Power.  This is part of the Virginia public authority 
contract and sent to us as part of a pool we’re involved with.  VML and VACO have 
thoroughly negotiated the contract and Mrs. Clayton is asking for the Board’s 
approval of the contract under the pooled agreement we have.  Mrs. Clayton noted 
there are over 100 localities in pool per AEP.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call made a motion to adopt the resolution.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard 
Burton seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:56:03 PM Mrs. Clayton referenced a certificate of satisfaction for a special tax 
assessment.  Mr. Dunn paid the full amount of taxes on the assessment and then 
road improvements were done by the County.  A title search picked this up and the 
deed needs to be released and an approval of certificate of satisfaction authorized.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to authorize the 
deed of release and certificate of satisfaction.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
 

 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
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North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:57:09 PM Ms. Clayton reported on a veteran’s tax refund in the amount of 
$1,077.09 plus interest.  Since the amount is over $1,000.00 it has to be brought 
before the Board.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to 
approve the veteran’s tax refund in the amount of $1,007.09 plus interest.  The 
motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:59:22 PM Mrs. Clayton presented resolutions recognizing volunteer fire 
departments and rescue squads as EMS and DERA organizations in the County.  For-
profit ambulance organizations are not recognized by the County as DERA for 
liability reasons. Mrs. Clayton has been working with Charlie and Sara Harrington 
on this issue and they are in attendance to answer any questions.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve the resolutions 
recognizing EMS and DERA organizations in the County.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:00:54 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information concerning the VACORP LODA trust 
agreement.  This agreement is necessary to continue with insurance coverage the 
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County has in place with VACORP.  A motion was made by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to accept the trust as presented.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:02:02 PM Mrs. Clayton presented a deed of dedication for the Cumbow well.  
Under the Virginia Code the well needs to be dedicated in land records as a future 
well and the language has to do with establishing it as a water supply for human 
habitation.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton asked if the well is active 
and Mr. Simpson informed the Board the County owns the site and it is in the 
evaluation stage of how to adapt it to our system.  A motion was made by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve the deed of dedication for the Cumbow 
well.  The motion was seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:02:02&quot;?Data=&quot;4a487f06&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

29 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

30 
 

 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

31 
 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:03:59 PM Mrs. Clayton presented a deed of release for a citizen who granted the 
County as easement on their property during a utility project.  The County never 
used the easement and the landowner is requesting its release along with the 
property right.  A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call to 
grant the deed of release as presented.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:04:58 PM Neal Kilgore, Virginia Outdoors Foundation, presented information 
requesting the County’s support in the designation of a special project area in the 
Rich Valley area.  The purpose of special project area designation is to try and have 
some agriculture and farm land protected.  As our population increases, the amount 
of farm land decreases and this is an effort to try and protect the land.  The area to 
be considered is 48,380 acres along Route 42 in the northern part of Smyth County 
that has already been designated as a prime agricultural area by the County.  There 
are no regulations or EPA associations with this designation nor are there any extra 
taxes or zoning requirements.  Agreeing to become partners in protecting the land 
would help to protect it for the scenic beauty which helps to increase tourism 
potential.  This is a voluntary program so if the landowners aren’t interested in 
participating it goes no further.  If landowners and the County are interested in 
designating this as a special project area, this would allow for land owners to be 
eligible for any money that may become available for use with appraisals, attorney 
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fees and surveys.  The County can change their mind and rescind the designation at 
any time.  The primary goal of this is to protect farm land, forest and scenic views.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if the County has already 
designated this as a prime agricultural area what advantage would it be to the 
County to join.  Mr. Kilgore stated it can help accomplish keeping it as prime area.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked about benefits with the 
designation.  Mr. Kilgore answered that landowners within the area, if they choose 
to place property under conservation easement, would be more likely to get funding 
from $4,500 up to $12,000 per landowner to help with certain expenses.  Mr. Kilgore 
questioned what parameters were in place to ensure this land is kept as an 
agricultural area.  The zoning ordinance governs that area.  There was concern by 
the Board about permanent restrictions placed on the property by the easements if 
the landowner agrees to the special project area designation.  Mr. Kilgore referenced 
Virginia Code Section 10.1-1704 which allows an entity to look and say “we need 
that for the public good” and then the County could make a petition to take the land 
out of an easement.  Mr. Kilgore stated that once the land is under easement the 
property owner cannot opt out.  Mr. Carter questioned if the County chooses to 
designate the area as such, how are the property owners notified?  Mr. Kilgore 
answered it would be by word of mouth; there isn’t time or resources to complete a 
mass mailing to the property owners.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
asked if Mr. Kilgore had spoken with anyone from the Soil and Water Conservation 
and Mr. Kilgore stated the issue was presented at their meeting this past Thursday 
and approved unanimously.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call noted that if 
the County is even considering this the public will need a lot of information to know 
what they’re stepping into.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated 
the road in this area has already been designated as part of Back of the Dragon.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins suggested a public hearing to let 
people know what was going on and make sure they understand what’s happening 
because this is in his district and he doesn’t want to make that decision for the 
landowners.  Mr. Kilgore reiterated there is no obligation by the County or 
landowners to participate.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins believes if 
the County chooses to partner on this, it would give the impression the County is 
pushing this on the landowners.  Chairman Blevins asked for this item to be added 
to old business for further discussion. 
6:33:52 PM Chairman Blevins called for a five minute recess. 
6:41:43 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
6:41:48 PM Lindy White, CEO of Smyth County Community Hospital, and Dr. Dave 
Haney and Joe Taylor from Emory and Henry College were in attendance to answer 
questions about the resolution presented asking for $100,000 over the next three 
years.  This money would be matching dollars for a Tobacco Commission grant to 
hire a Dean for the School of Health Sciences that has to be submitted prior to the 
end of February.  The Town of Marion and the Smyth County Foundation have each 
committed $100,000 matching funds over the next three years.  The college has 
already gotten positive feedback from the Tobacco Commission on the pre-
application already submitted.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked 
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what the college is putting toward this part of the process.  Dr. Haney stated the 
college will be paying the Dean’s salary in full after three years.  The program will 
begin producing revenue in 2016/2017 and this request is for start-up funding for 
the first three years until a revenue stream will take over.  This will be a $17-$20 
million dollar project if the college takes over the hospital.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton stated he is reluctant to add to the debt the County 
already has.  This is not a lot of money as far as a high percentage of the budget, but 
he thinks the Foundation should pay more than the $100,000.  Gary Peacock from 
the Smyth County Foundation stated the Foundation has paid their fair share, 
including $500,000 for PT program along with the $100,000 matching funds.  This 
project has a big potential for return and Mr. Peacock doesn’t think the Foundation 
should be asked to give more.  Ms. White discussed concern for the project’s success 
with funding sources like the Tobacco Commission without the local government’s 
support.  It will send a positive message to other agencies if the County supports this 
program.  Dr. Haney stated he knows this is not a wealthy County and he believes 
that Emory and Henry can help with that debt.  An economic study predicted that 
over a three year period the project will have an $11 million economic impact along 
with an $18 million capital investment.  Mr. Taylor stated this is a project that will 
continue to give for many years to come.  Chairman Blevins said he has been on this 
Board for eleven years and it would be crazy to go against an opportunity like this 
for $100,000 considering all it’s going to bring in. Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson disclosed she is employed by Mountain States Health Alliance 
and has compliance regulatory obligations but can be fair and impartial in making 
this decision.  Supervisor Davidson also noted that Emory and Henry is a service 
oriented school and would bring a lot to the community.  Supervisors Davidson 
“wants to be that County and Board member who says in future years that we were 
the ones who supported that college.”  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
said he made the statement just a few days ago that he would turn over every stone 
to bring economic development to the County and he makes a motion to accept this 
resolution as presented to provide $100,000 of support to Emory and Henry College 
over the next three years.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded 
the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:02:26 PM Mr. Carter presented the Planning Commission’s recommendation for a 
special use permit by Wendolyn Snider.  By a vote of 6 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent, the 
Planning Commission recommends the Board approve Ms. Snider’s application for a 
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Special Use Permit to operate a Childcare Facility at 197 Farmview Road in Marion 
(Tax Map No. 45-A-35A). A motion was made by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor 
M. Todd Dishner, seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to 
approve the Planning Commission recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:03:19 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call reported the Building and 
Grounds Committee met with the Town of Chilhowie concerning the proposed 
farmer’s market on the former County owned property located on Chilhowie Street 
and North Pine Avenue.  The deed would need to be amended to allow for the 
placement of a permanent structure on the property.  The Town presented good 
sketches and the facility will be available for public use.  The Committee 
unanimously recommends to the Board accepting the plans as presented by the 
Town of Chilhowie along with deed modification to allow for placement of the 
structure on the property. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:04:45 PM Mr. Simpson reported the Courthouse Committee met last week to 
interview two material testing firms for the demolition phase of the Courthouse 
project.  After evaluating the two presentations, the Committee unanimously 
recommends ECS Mid-Atlantic, LLC as their first choice to begin contract 
negotiations for this phase of the project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
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 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:07:52 PM Mr. Carter presented a letter from Circuit Court Clerk John Graham 
requesting a line item transfer in his budget to accommodate hiring an additional 
part-time employee in the Clerk’s Office.  The part-time help is needed due to an 
increase in concealed handgun permits and other activity in the office.  This request 
is not for a budget increase, only a transfer of funds from full-time (1001) to part-
time (1003) in the amount of $7,000.  The Board has to approve anything over 
$2,000.  A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve this line item 
transfer request for the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:10:05 PM Mr. Carter reported Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton’s 
appointment to the Mount Rogers Community Services Board has expired.  Mr. 
Burton is willing to continue serving in this capacity so it is being brought before the 
full Board for consideration.  A motion was made by Vice Chair, Park District 
Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, 
to appoint Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton to service on the Mount 
Rogers Community Services Board for a three year term. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:11:11 PM Mr. Carter thanked Mrs. Porter-Nichols from the Smyth County News for 
providing legislative updates in the newspaper. 
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7:11:43 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
nominate Rachel Rush to continue serving as the Chilhowie District representative 
on the Area Beautification Committee.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:12:31 PM Mrs. Clayton asked to removed item 7, Hungry Mother Convenience 
Station Lease, from old business.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
Dishner made a motion to remove this item from old business.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:13:02 PM Mrs. Clayton stated item number 8, Town of Chilhowie request for deed 
restriction modification to allow permanent structure to be placed on former 
County property bounded by Chilhowie Street and North Pine Avenue, can be 
removed from old business.  A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins, seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to remove 
the item from old business. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
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ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:13:24 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked about item 3, 
Nuisance complaint against a property owned by Joseph F. Ellis, Jr. – The Board 
voted to leave the matter on the Old Business agenda until the conclusion of a civil 
case is resolved. (Civil case filed March 6, 2009).  At that time, the nuisance issue will 
be revisited.  Mr. Patton Graham (Mr. Ellis' Attorney) will update the Board on the 
civil case as it progresses.  Mrs. Clayton stated the case has been resolved and there 
will be an update on the status but it will remain on old business for now. 
7:13:56 PM Chairman Blevins opened supervisor comment time.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson had nothing at this time. 
7:14:00 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins included information in 
the Board packet this month concerning reaffirmation of Virginia’s sovereignty.  The 
Board has been asked to support this and the gentleman who co-wrote the letter 
will be present at next month’s Board meeting to discuss. 
7:15:00 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton heard the comments during 
citizen’s time about the County’s debt and this is not where we want to be.  Mr. 
Burton stated he is on the Budget Committee again this year and will fight to keep 
gifts and commitments down.  There is school and courthouse construction along 
with other things coming up and the debt will increase.  He is not against Emory and 
Henry College, he just thought somebody needed to say something about the 
County’s debt. 
7:17:05 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner wanted to say the 
County and Town of Marion had an opportunity to meet last week and iron out 
some things and he hopes the legislation goes well. 
7:17:28 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call had nothing at this time. 
7:17:38 PM Chairman Blevins thanked those from the L.E.A.D./Chamber of 
Commerce group who came to attend tonight’s meeting. 
7:17:47 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to adjourn the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
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