
2018 Code Change Training

2018 Virginia 

Mechanical Code (VMC)

Significant International Changes and 

State Amendments



Agenda

Significant Mechanical 

Code Changes
Å International Mechanical Code 

(IMC) and Virginia changes in 

chapter order

Å Virginia amendments are marked 

with this VA icon
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Virginia USBC and the IMC
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Chapter 2

Definitions
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New Definition of 
Commercial Cooking Appliance

202

"Appliances used in a 

commercial food service 

establishment for heating or 

cooking food.ò
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New Definition:
Commercial Food 
Service Establishment

"where food is prepared 

for sale or is prepared 

on a scale that is by 

volume and frequency 

not representative of 

domestic household 

cooking." 
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Chapter 4

Ventilation
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Table 403.3.1.1

Minimum Ventilation Rates

Á Virginia continues to modify this section for 

2018 

Á For 2018, VA adds three new rows:

Á Medical Procedure Rooms

Á Patient Rooms

Á Physical Therapy Rooms

Á Adds footnote I for the new items above 

(related to ambulatory care facilities and 

outpatient clinics)
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403.3.2.4

Outdoor Air Ventilation for Dwelling Units

Á There is a new requirement for labeling of controls for whole-house 

(dwelling unit) ventilation systems (if equipped)
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403.3.2.5

Dwelling Unit Ventilating Equipment

Á A new requirement was added for the testing 

of exhaust fans serving single dwelling units

Á Shall be listed and labeled to provide the 

minimum airflow in accordance with:

ANSI / AMCA 210 

OR

ANSI / ASHRAE 51
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404.1 - Mechanical Ventilation of Enclosed Parking Garages

Á Rewritten to clarify the intent with regard to ñintermittentò operation, which is 

that continuous or automatic mechanical ventilation is required. 

Á Automatic ventilation must cycle between full-on and standby airflow rates 

(never off).
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Chapter 5

Exhaust Systems
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504.4

Sealing of Clothes Dryer 

Exhaust Ducts

Á New language in this section 

speaks to the sealing of dryer 

exhaust ducts

This was already required per 603.9 

(duct sealing) but added here to 

ensure the requirement isn't missed.
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Clothes Dryer Exhaust 

Termination and Passageway Size

Á Until now, the code did not 

specifically address the vent 

termination itself.

Á Some types of vent termination 

assemblies produce excessive 

amounts of backpressure.

504.4.1 (1 of 2)

Example:

Á This 4ò gooseneck type vent produces 

.7 inches water column (wci) of 

backpressure differential (.27 to .97). 

Á This is 3.5 elbows worth of added 

backpressure
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Clothes Dryer Exhaust 

Termination and 

Passageway Size 

New section requires that these 

terminals be ñundiminished in 

size, and provide an open area 

of not less than 12.5 square 

inchesò (4ò round duct equivalent) 

504.4.1 (2 of 2)
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