
 

 

EDA Meeting Minutes 
June 20, 2018 

 
The Smyth County Economic Development Authority held its regular meeting on Wednesday, June 

20, 2018 at 3:30 PM.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board Room of the County 

Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia. 

Present:  Royal Oak District –Harry Dean, North Fork District –John McLean, 
Atkins District – Marvin Craig, Saltville District – Amy McVey, Park 
District – Kris Ratcliff 

Absent: Chilhowie District – Larry Wyatt, Rye Valley District – Montie 
Fleshman 

Staff: Administrative Assistant – Kendra Hayden, County Administrator – 
Michael Carter, Assistant County Administrator – Scott Simpson, 
Travis Lee – Campbell Law Firm 

 6/20/2018 3:30 PM – Chairman and Royal Oak District representative, Harry Dean, called the 

meeting to order.  

  6/20/2018 3:30 PM – Saltville District representative, Amy McVey, made a motion to approve 

the meeting minutes from May 16, 2018 as presented. North Fork District representative, John 

McLean seconded the motion.   

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 

AYES: North Fork District- John McLean 
 Royal Oak District- Harry Dean, 
 Atkins District- Marvin Craig 
 Saltville District- Amy McVey 
 Park District- Kris Ratcliff 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Chilhowie District- Larry Wyatt, 
 Rye Valley District- Montie Fleshman 
 

 6/20/2018 3:31 PM – Sarah Gillespie from Smyth County Chamber, gave an update regarding 

the Small Business Boot Camp.  Sarah announced the boot camp funded ten businesses; three of 

which were located within the County and the remaining seven businesses were funded through 

the DHCD grant within the Town of Chilhowie. Sarah explained that accompanying the 10 new or 

expanding businesses, there are a total of 27 new jobs created. Chairman and Royal Oak 

representative, Harry Dean, noted that he was glad to hear of the expansions and new businesses 

and he feels it is important the County and Economic  Development Authority continue to support 

the Boot Camp program and the Smyth County Chamber. 

  6/20/2018 3:34 PM – County Administrator, Michael Carter spoke regarding the Atkins 

Industrial Park land usage.  Mr. Carter explained, the site is a 15.5 acre tract within the Industrial 



 

 

Park located just past ZF TRW and this is the last remaining parcel the EDA owns within that park.  

Mr. Carter continued by stating, in the past there has been no interest to utilize the property due to 

its size and rolling landscape.  Recently, Mr. Carter explained, there has been an inquiry regarding 

this tract from a contractor who is bidding on local interstate bridges in the Atkins area.  The 

contractor is requesting use of a gorge located on the property to dispose of debris, consisting of 

inert material and concrete, which would be generated from the repairs on the interstate bridges. 

Mr. Carter asked the EDA if this was something they wished to discuss as an option or how they 

would like to move forward.   North Fork District representative, John McLean, asked if the 

contractor would be required to grade the land after the material was placed in the gorge. Mr. 

Carter stated this situation has never occurred before and the only requirements he is aware of it to 

ensure there are no environmental effects and discussions would continue regarding other 

requirements if this activity is of interest to the EDA. Discussion continued. The EDA is in 

agreement to further consider the possibility of allowing the contractor to dispose of the material 

into the gorge if he is the successful winning bidder for the projects.  The EDA also requests 

communication is made with the Building & Zoning department in regard to future use and 

compaction testing requirements.   

 6/20/2018 3:47 PM – County Administrator, Michael Carter spoke regarding the sign located 

on the Pathway Park property.  Mr. Carter made note of a photo of the sign included in the 

information packet attached to the agenda; mentioning its appearance is visibly worn. Mr. Carter 

continued, stating in 2014 we paid Jerry’s Signs $2,490.00 and the following May paid another 

$2,790.00 for its completion. Mr. Carter asked for consideration to have the vinyl portion of the sign 

remade and asked for suggestions for composition and design. Discussion continued.  Mr. Carter 

stated staff will gather ideas and work on a new design to bring before the EDA during the next 

meeting for consideration. Assistant County Administrator, Scott Simpson added, the price for a 

newly designed vinyl would be $880.00 for creation and $200.00 for installation and labor.  

  6/20/2018 3:52 PM – County Administrator, Michael Carter spoke regarding the Mulberry 

Lane Property currently owned by the EDA.  Mr. Carter explained, there are 108 acres available for 

use; a portion is leased for hay rights, but much of the property is wooded and is not in the ideal 

location for development. Mr. Carter continued, stating, in the twenty years or more the county has 

owned the property; only two serious inquiries have been made and he would like the EDA to 

entertain the idea of moving forward with something new and different.  North Fork District 

representative, John McLean, asked if there was any interest from contiguous land owners to 

purchase the property; to which Mr. Carter stated there was interest expressed in the area but not 

with a contiguous land owner. Park District representative, Kris Ratcliff stated he would like to see 

the property moved off of the EDA’s books if a fair offer was received. Mr. Carter asked if that is the 

direction to the EDA would like go in, an appraisal should be obtained for fair market value. North 

Fork District, John McLean, made a motion to have an appraisal completed for the Mulberry Lane 

property.  Saltville District representative, Amy McVey seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 

AYES: North Fork District- John McLean 



 

 

 Royal Oak District- Harry Dean, 
 Atkins District- Marvin Craig 
 Saltville District- Amy McVey 
 Park District- Kris Ratcliff 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Chilhowie District- Larry Wyatt, 
 Rye Valley District- Montie Fleshman 
 

  6/20/2018 4:06 PM – Chairman and Royal Oak District representative, Harry Dean, recognized 

and thanked Larry Wyatt for his 16 years of service to the EDA as the Chilhowie District 

representative.  A plaque was presented to commemorate his dedication and serves as a token of 

the EDA’s gratitude.  In Mr. Wyatt’s absence, Administrative Assistant, Kendra Hayden, read aloud 

an email from Mr. Wyatt thanking the members of the EDA.  

  6/20/2018 4:09 PM – Saltville District representative, Amy McVey, made a motion to enter 

into Closed Session Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 (A) 5 Business/Industrial Prospects, 

discussion concerning a business or industry considering expansion for which no previous 

announcements have been. North Fork District representative, John McLean, seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 

AYES: North Fork District- John McLean 
 Royal Oak District- Harry Dean, 
 Atkins District- Marvin Craig 
 Saltville District- Amy McVey 
 Park District- Kris Ratcliff 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Chilhowie District- Larry Wyatt, 
 Rye Valley District- Montie Fleshman 
 

 6/20/2018 4:28 PM – Upon returning to open session, Saltville District representative, Amy 

McVey, made a motion to adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 

session. Atkins District representative, Marvin Craig seconded the motion.   

RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 

WHEREAS, the Smyth County Economic Development Authority has convened in a 

closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 

accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the 

Smyth County Economic Development Authority that such a meeting was conducted 

in conformity with Virginia law; 



 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Smyth County Economic Development 

Authority hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by 

Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 

resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in 

the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by the 

Smyth County Economic Development Authority.  

 6/20/2018 4:30 PM – With no other business to discuss, Saltville District representative, Amy 

McVey, made a motion to adjourn the meeting. North Fork District representative, John McLean, 

seconded the motion.   

 After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 

AYES: North Fork District- John McLean 
 Royal Oak District- Harry Dean, 
 Atkins District- Marvin Craig 
 Saltville District- Amy McVey 
 Park District- Kris Ratcliff 
NAYES: None. 
ABSENT: Chilhowie District- Larry Wyatt, 
 Rye Valley District- Montie Fleshman 
    

 


